
ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS

GREG ABBOTT

March 30, 2009

Mr. Michael B.• Gary
Assistant General Counsel
Harris County Appraisal District
P.O. Box 920975
Houston, Texas 77292-0975

0R2009-04109

Dear Mr. Gary:

You ask whether certain information is subject to required public disclosure under the
Public InfC?rmation Act (the "Act"), chapter 552 ofthe Government Code. Your request was
assigned ID# 338436 (HCAD Reference Number 09-006).

The Harris County Appraisal District (the "district") received a request for an electronic copy
of the Vacant Land Sale Facet Maps for the 2008 tax year. You claim that portions of the
requested information are excepted from disclosure under sections 552.101 and 552.148 of
the Government Code. We have considered the exceptions you claim and reviewed the
submitted representative sample of information.1

Section 552.148 of the Government Code provides in relevant part, "[i]nformation relating
to real property sales prices,.descriptions, characteristics, and other related infonnation
received from a private entity by the comptroller or the chiefappraiser ofan appraisal district
under Chapter 6, Tax Code, is excepted from the requirements of Section 552.021." Gov't
Code § 552.148(a). You state that a portion of the requested infonnation consists of sales
data obtained from Multiple Listing Services and similarprivate entities. You also argue that

lWe assume that the "representative sample" ofrecords submitted to this office is truly representative
of the requested records as a whole. See Open Records Decision Nos. 499 (1988),497 (1988). This open
records letter does not reach, and therefore does not authorize the withholding of, any other requested records
to the extent that those records contain substantially different types of information than that submitted to this
office.
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the submitted facet map should be withheld in its entirety because redacting only the sales
information obtained from third parties, including property location, would indicate where
sales took place on the facet map. Based on these representations and our review of the
submitted information, we agree that the district must withhold the submitted facet map in
its entirety under section 552.14,8 ofthe Government Code. As our ruling is dispositive, we
need not address your remaining argument against disclosure.

This letter ruling is limited to the particular information at issue in this request and limited
to the facts as presented to us; therefore, this ruling must not be reli~d upon as a previous
determination regarding any other'information or any other circumstances.

This ruling triggers important deadlines regarding the rights and responsibilities of the
governmental body and ofthe requestor. For more information concerning those rights and
responsibilities, please visit our website at http://www.oag.state.tx.us/open/index orl.php,
or call the Office of the Attorney General's Open Government Hotline, toll free,
at (877) 673-6839. Questions concerning the allowable charges for providing public
information under the Act must be directed to the Cost Rules Administrator ofthe Office of
the Attorney General at (512) 475-2497.

Sincerely,

Adam Leiber
Assistant Attorney General
Open Records Division
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