
ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS

GREG ABBOTT

April 28, 2009

Ms. CherI K. Byles
Assistant City Attorney
City of Fort Worth
1000 Throckmorton Street, Third Floor
Fort Worth,Texas 76102
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_________________________. .__0R20D9..0S6JK_. ~I-

Dear Ms. Byles:

You ask whether certain ihfotma.tidnis sllbj ect to required public discldSllre under the
Public Information Act (the "Act"), chapter 552ofthe Government Code: Your request was

-- --assigned-ID#341 069-(FWPIRNo~06.;;108542)~ -- -- - --

The City of Fort Worth (the "city") received a request for a specified incident report. You
------ --------·----statethat-Trx~a:smotoi:~ehicle info-rtnatI6i1l1asbeenredacte-eIfromThesubmlttecIdoC1.lrtlents· ..---.---------~-_.---

pursuant to 'previous determinatiollsissued to the .city under section 552: 130 of the
_______GoyernmenLCo.dejnDp_en_Re_c.ords_Letter_~-Qs.2DD-6~L4-'Z26_(2_0_0_6\ancL2_0_Q7-=-O_OJ_28_(2_0_0~}.. _

You also state that you have redacted social security numbers pursuant to section 552.147(Q)'--- I

of the Government Code. 1 You claim that the requested information is excepted from
disclosure under section· 552.101 of the Government Code. We have considered the

------exceptiem-ycm-elaim-and-reviewed-the-submitteEhnfermatiefllc-.------------------+

Section 552.101 ofthe Government Code excepts from disclosure "information considered
to be confidential by law, either constitutional, statutory, or by judicial decision." Gdv't

ISection 552.147(b) of the Goyernment Code authorizes a governmental body to redact a living
person's social security number from public release without the necessity of requesting a decision from this
office under the Act. However, as the juvenile offender's representative, the requestor has a right, the juvenile's
social security number. See generally Gov't Code § 552.023(b) (governmental body may not deny access to
person to whom information relates, or that person's representative, solely on grounds that information is
considered confidential by privacy principles). .
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-------- --,~_~~~~~~~~-

Code §552.101. Section 552.101 encompasses information protected by other statutes, such
as section 58.007 of the Family Code. Juvenile law enforcement records relating to .
delinquent conduct or conduct indicating a need for supervision that occurred on or after

,,------September-l,,-1997-areGonfidentialunder-seGtiQu58.007.-Fmpul}losesof'sectioll-58.00'"1-,----------
_ __ __ "child" means a person who is ten years of age or older and under seventeen years of age.

See Fam. Code § 51.02(2). The relevant language of section 58.007 reads as follows:

(c) Except as provided by Subsection (d), law enforcement records and files
concerning a child and information stored, by electronic means or otherwise,
concerning the child from which a record or file could be generated may not
be disclosed to the public and shall be:

(1) if maintained on paper or microfilm, kept ~eparate from adult
files and records;
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--------------'c,2.) if maintained electronically in the same computer system as ,

--------------------~~:~~:~;e~::;~~~~~~~:~t~r::~~0~~r:~~~t~~l:c:~:~-~~:e~r~~i~a~::-~--.~ ~__J
concerning adults; and

'(3) maintained on a local basis only and not sent to' a central state or
federal depository, except as provided by Subchapters B, D, and E.

, .__ -__, - .(e)__Law_enforcementx-~_c_oxds_aJ.1d_fil~s_G_Qnp-Cl.ming.-'L~biI5tm~)'-!lejIl§p_y-yj~~cL -.'.. _-.-.'_-,- ..'-'
or copied by a juvenile justice agency as that term is define~ by
Section 58.101, a criminal justice agency as that term is defined by

--~Section-4-H_;_08~,Govermnent-G0de,the-ehilEl,-anE1-the-ehiIE1-'-s-parent-0r~--

-~---~--guardianl•.--------------------------'-----------l-

G) Before a child or a child's parent or guardian may inspect or copy a record
or file concerning the child under Subsection (e), the custodian ofthe record
or file shall redact:

(1) any personally identifiable-information about a juvenile suspect,
offender, victim, or witness who is not the child; and

(2) any information that is excepted from required disclosure under
Chapter 552, Government Code, or other law.
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[d. § 58.007(c), (e), 0). We have reviewed the submitted information and find it pertains
to allegations ofjuvenile delinquent conduct that occurred after September 1, 1997. Thus,
the submitted information is confidential under section 58.007(c) of the Family Code... .....-.--...----.-.--.- __... ..... -- .. ---__.'--.------__ -.-..- .~. ..--- -..--.-- .,--.---.-_..-.·-·--·f

_ _ _ __ _ However, we note the requestor is a recruiter for the United States Army (the "Army"), and .... I
we understand the juvenile offender named in the submitted report is a potential enlistee in - --- - --- -I
the Army. Under section 58.007(e), the child may inspect law enforcement records
concern~nghimself. [d. § 58.007(e). In this case, the Army has provided signed, written I

consent from the offender at issue. Therefore, pursuant to section 58.007(e), the requestor,
with the offender's consent, has a right to inspect juvenile law enforcement records
concerning this offender.2 We therefore conclude the city must release the submitted
information to this requestor pursuant to section 58.007(e) of the Family Code.3

This letter ruling is limited to the particular information at issue in this request and limited
to the facts as presented to us; therefore, this ruling must not be relied upon as a previous
determinationregarding any other information or anY,--,-ot_h-,-e_r_c-,-ir..::..cUill.:.;.:.=s.:.;:ta;.:::n::.:.c..::..es::..;.. -i'

·~--------·-'Fhis-ruling-triggers-·imp0rtant-EleaEllines-regarEling-the-rights-ana-resflensibilities-ef.the-'---------J
governmental body and ofthe requestor. For more information concerning those rights and
responsibilities, please visit our website at http://www.oag.state.tx.us/open/index orl.php,
orcaU· the Office .of. the Attorney General's Open Government •• Hotline,toU free,
at (877) 673-6839. Questions concerning the allowable charges for providing public
information under the Act must be directed to the Cost Rules Administrator ofthe Office of
the Ariorlley Generafat(512} 475':2497:·

~:
,

____r_aA_·~--_--------------
------P-aige-£a:v:oie---------------------------------~-_+

Assistan,t Attorney General
Open Records Division

PS/eeg

2~ubsection 58.007G) requires the redaction of any personally identifiable infonnation concerning
other juvenile suspects, offenders, victims, or witnesses. See Fam. Code § 58.007G)(l). We note, however,
the information at issue does not contain identifiable information of any other juveniles.

3Should the city receive another request of these same records from a person who would not have a
right of access to the infonnation, the city should resubmit this same information and request another ruling
from this office. See Gov't Code § 552.301(a).
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-----------~---- ---~-----

Ref: ID# 341069

ee:

Ene. Submitted documents

Requestor
----ry.iIo encl-o-su-r-es~)~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~---~~---------

---------------------------~----
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