
ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS

GREG ABBOTT

May 18, 2009

Ms. Leticia D. McGowan
School Attorney
Dallas Independent School District
3700 Ross Avenue
Dallas, Texas 75204

0R2009-06726

Dear Ms. McGowan:

You asIc-whetlrecc-ertain-informatiun-is-subJeclto~equired1Jub1ic-disdosure-under-the----'-----'--t

Public Information Act (the "Act"), chapter 552 ofthe Government Code. Your request was
assigned ID# 343399.

The Dallas Independent School District (the "district") received a request for the following
categories of information: 1)" all information regarding a named former teacher; 2) a list of
teachers who signed up for a particular interview at a district job fair; 3) reports and
documents regarding budgetary matters exchanged by specified individuals from
August 2007 to Apri12008; 4) all FranklinD. Roosevelt High School walk-through visitation
forms from April 1, 2008 to May 9, 2008; and 5) performance evaluations during the
academic years of2004 through 2008 for a named individual. You claim that the submitted
information is excepted from disclosure under sections 552.101 and 552.103 of the
Government Code. We have considered the exceptions you claim and reviewed the
submitted representative sample of information. 1

You inform us that the requested information was the subject of previous requests for
---- -- -- - information,inresponseJo_wl1ich_this_officdssuedQpenRe_coJ'ds LeJt~LNQs~2_QO~-Q5121 _

(2009), 2009-05711 (2009), and 2009-06079 (2009). In those rulings, we concluded that
the district may withhold some of the requested information under section 552.103 of the
Government Code. In addition, in Open Records Letter No. 2009-05711 we ruled that the
requested information relating to performance evaluations must be withheld under
section 552.101 of the Government Code in conjunction with section 21.355 of the
Education Code to the extent the individual in question held a teacher's certificate or permit

lWe assume that the "representative sample" ofrecords submitted to this office is truly representative
of the requested records as a whole. See Open Records Decision Nos. 499 (1988),497 (1988). This open
records letter does not reach, and therefore does not authorize the withholding of, any other requested records
to the extent that those records contain substantially different types of information than that submitted to this
office.

POST OFFICE Box 12548, AUSTIN, TEXAS 78711-2548 TEL:(512)463-2100 WWW.OAG.STATE.TX.US

, All Eqllal EmploYllleut Opportllllity Employer. Prill ted Oil Recycled Paper

-- --- - ---- -- ------------- ------ -------- - --------,



Ms. Leticia D.McGowan - Page 2

and was functioning as a teacher at the time of the evaluation. You state that the
representative sample ofdocuments you have submitted to our office consists ofdocuments
previously submitted for each of these prior rulings. We conclude that, as we have no
indication that the law, facts and circumstances on which the prior rulings were based have
changed, the district may continue to rely on these ruling as previous determinations and
withhold and/or release the requested information in accordance with Open Records Letter
Nos. 2009-05127, 2009-05711, and 2009-06079. See Open Records Decision No. 673
(2001) (so long as law, facts, circumstances on which prior ruling was based have not
changed, first type ofprevious determination exists where requested information is precisely
same information as was addressed in a prior attorney general ruling, 'ruling is addressed to
same governmental body, and ruling concludes that information is or is not excepted from
disclosure). As our ruling is dispositive, we do not address your arguments against
disclosure.

This letter ruling is limited to the particular information at issue in this request and limited
to the facts as presented to us; therefore, this ruling must not be relied upon as a previous

-------d'etermination regarding any other information or any otlier circumstances.

This ruling triggers important deadlines regarding the rights and responsibilities of the
governmental body and ofthe requestor. For more information concerning those rights and
responsibilities, please visit our website at http://www.oag.state.tx.us/open/index orl.php,
or call the Office of the Attorney General's Open Government Hotline, toll free,
at (877) 673-6839. Questions concerning the allowable charges for providing public
information under the Act must be directed to the Cost Rules Administrator ofthe Office of
the Attorney General at (512) 475-2497.

Sincerely,

.P~jJ~
Pamela Wissemann
Assistant Attorney General .
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