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Dear Mr. Griffith:

You ask whether certain information is subject to required public disclosure under the
Public Information Act (the "Act"), chapter 552 ofthe Government Code. Your request was
assigned ID# 343554.

The Flower Mound Police Department (the "department"), which you represent, received a
request for thirteen categories of information regarding a traffic citation received by the
requesf6r~inclijdiiiganalia.iooYVide()-fecordiilg-or-me isstIance of tne-citation··at isslie;­
various training and administrative records of a named officer, the department's racial
profiling policy and traffic enforcement procedures, complaints filed against the city relating
to racial profiling or traffic enforcement, and information regarding the radar gun used in
connection with the citation at issue. 1 You claim that the submitted information is excepted
from disclosure under section 552.108 of the Government Code. We have considered the
exception you claim and reviewed the submitted information. .

......._ - - .

_... .lnitiilll)',_we_11..Q1Uhat.Y.9Jl hav~.9nly....§.ll1Jmitte.~Ll!. video recorc!il1g o:[the_jssuange_.9Lth~ ._ ._. . _
citation at issue for our review. Therefore, to the extent other responsive information existed
when the department received the present request, we assume that it has been released. If

-~_·---such-information-has-not-been-released,then-it-must-be-released-at-this-time-;-See-G()v-'-t-G()de~-------i

§§ 552.301(a),.302; see also OperiRecords Decision No. 664 (2000) (ifgovernmental body
concludes that no exceptions apply to requested informati01:l, it must release information as
soon as possible).

1Itappears thatthe requestor communicatedwith the department twice aftermaking his original request
in order to clarify or narrow his request. See Gov't Code § 552.222(b)(governmental body may communicate
with requestor for purpose ofclarifying or narrowing request for information); see also Open Records Decision
No. 663 (1999) (discussing tolling of deadlines during period in which governmental body is awaiting
clarification).
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Section 552.108(a)(1) excepts from disclosure "[i]nformation held by a law enforcement
agency or prosecutor that deals with the detection, investigation, or prosecution of
crime ... if: (1) release ofthe information would interfere with the detection, investigation,
or prosecution of crime." Gov't Code § 552.108(a)(1). Generally, a governmental body
glaiJIllng sec!io1l 5?2.1 08 must reasonably explain how and why the release ofthe requested
information would interfere with law enforcement. See id. §§ 552.1 08(a)(1), .301 (e)(1 )(A);
see also Ex parte Pruitt, 551 S.W.2d 706 (Tex. 1977). You state that the submitted video
relates to a pending criminal investigation, and that release of the submitted video would
interfere with that investigation. Upon review, we conclude that the release ofthe submitted
video recording would interfere with the detection, investigation, or prosecution of crime.
See Houston Chronicle Publ'g Co. v. City of Houston, 531 S.W.2d 177 (Tex. Civ.
App.-Houston[14th Dist.] 1975), writ ref'd n. r. e. per curiam, 536 S.W.2d 559 (Tex. 1976)
(court delineates law enforcement interests that are present in active cases). Accordingly, the
department may withhold the submitted video recording under section 552.1 08(a)(1 ) of the
Government Code.

This letter ruling is limited to the particular information at issue in thIs request and limited
to the facts as presented to us; therefore, this ruling must not be relied upon as a previous
determination regarding any other information or any other circumstances.

___ J'hj~Juling trigg~rsj1p.p()rta1lt 4~a~Ui.n_e_sr~gar~ing __th~Jigh.ts_ctll~ r~~poll~ibilitie~ _Of t!le _
gov.ernmental body and ofthe requestor. For more information concerning those rights and
responsibilities, please visit our website at http://www.oag.state.tx.us/openJindex orl.php,
or call the Office of the Attorney General's Open Government Hotline, toll free,
at (877) 673-6839. Questions concerning the allowable charges for providing public
information under the Act must be directed to the Cost Rules Administrator ofthe Office of
the Attorney General at (512) 475-2497.

..~~.S~~~ __ :::: ~ :::::=-=- :::: ~ ~- _

Karen E. StacK
Assistant Attorney General
Open Records Division
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