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1000 Throckmorton Street
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OR2009-07516

Dear Mr. Phillips:

You ask whether certain information is subject to required public disclosure under the
Public Information Act (the "Act"), chapter 552 ofthe Government Code. Your request was
assigned ID# 349324 (Fort Worth PIR No. 3344-09).

The City of Fort Worth (the "city") received a request for personnel records related to a
named individual. You state you are releasing most of the requested information to the

.requestor. You claim the submitted infonnation is excepted from disclosure under
section 552.101 ofthe Government Code. We have considered the exception you claim and
reviewed the submitted information.

Section 552.101 of the Government Code excepts from disclosure "information considered
to be confidential by law, either constitutional, statutory, or by judicial decision." Gov't
Code § 552.101. Section 552.101 encompasses infonnation made confidential by other
statutes. Prior decisions ofthis office have held that section 61 03(a) oftitle 26 ofthe United
St~tes Code renders tax return infonnation confidential. See Attorney General Opinion
H-1274 (1978) (tax returns); Open Records Decision No. 600 (1992) (W-4 forms). Tax
return information is defined as data furnished to or collected by the Internal Revenue
Service with respect to the determination of possible existence of liability of any persoJ1.
under title 26 of the United States Code for any tax. See 26 U.S.C. § 6103(b). Thus, we
agree the submitted W-4 form constitutes tax return infonnation that must be withheld under
section 552.101 of the Government Code in conjunction with federal law.

POST OFFICE Box 12548, A.USTIN, TEXAS 78711-2548 TEL:(512)463-2100 WWW.OAG.STATE.TX.US

All Eqllal Employmellt Oppo,.tllllity Employe,.. P,.illted all Recycled Pape"



--- .__ .... _--- ------~----------------_.__._-------------------~--- ..-------------~--

Mr. C. Patrick Phillips - Page 2

This letter ruling is limited to the particular information at issue in this request and limited
to the facts as presented to us; therefore, this ruling must not be relied upon as a previous
detennination re~arding any other infonnation or any other circumstances.

This ruling triggers important deadlines regarding the rights and responsibilities of the
governmental body and ofthe requestor. For more information concerning those rights and
responsibilities, please visit our website at http://www.oag.state.tx.us/open/index· orl.php,
or call the Office of the Attorney General's Open Government Hotline, toll free,
at (877) 673-6839. Questions concerning the allowable charges for providing public
information under the Act must be directed to the Cost Rules Administrator ofthe Office of
the Attorney General at (512) 475-2497.
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Amy L.S. Shipp
Assistant Attorney General
Open Records Division
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