
ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS

GREG ABBOTT

June 9, 2009

Ms. Sharon Alexander
Associate General Counsel
Texas Department ofTransportation
125 East 11 th Street
Austin, Texas 78701-2483

0R2009-07890

Dear Ms. Alexander:

You ask whether certain information is subject to required public disclosure under the
Public Information Act (the "Act"), chapter 552 ofthe Government Code. Your request was
assigned ID# 346234.

The Texas Department of Transportation (the "department") received a request for the
Statewide Dealer List, including e-mail addresses. You claim that portions ofthe requested
information are excepted from disclosure under section 552.137 of the Government Code.
We have considered the exception you claim and reviewed the submitted representative
sample of information}

Section 552.137 of the Government Code excepts from disclosure "an e-mail address of a
member ofthe public that is provided for the purpose ofcommunicating electronically with
a governmental body," unless the member ofthe public consents to its release or the e-mail
address is ofa type specifically excluded by subsection (c). Gov'tCode § 552.137(a)-(c).
We have marked the e-mail addresses in the submitted documents that are within the scope
of section 552.137(a). You state the owners of the e-mail addresses at issue have not
consented to their public disclosure. Therefore, the department must withhold the e-mail

IWe assume that the "representative sample" ofrecords submitted to this office is truly representative
of the requested records as a whole. See Open Records Decision Nos. 499 (1988), 497 (1988). This open
records letter does not reach, and therefore does not authorize the withholding of, any other requested records
to the extent that those records contain substantially different types of information than that submitted to this
office.

POST OFFICE Box 12548, AUSTIN, TEXAS 78711-2548 TEL:(512)463-2100 WWW.OAG.STATE.TX.US

An Eqllal Employment Opportlmity Employer. Prill ted all Recycled Paper



Ms. Sharon Alexander - Page 2

addresses we have marked under section 552.137 ofthe Government Code. The remaining
e-mail addresses, however, are general business e-mail addresses. Thus, the remaining
e-mail addresses may not be withheld under section 552.137 and must be released to the
requestor.

Finally, you req~est that this office issue a "previous determination" that would permit the
department in the future to withhold from disclosure e-mail addresses in the "Statewide
Dealer List" without the need ofrequesting a ruling from us about whether such information
can be withheld from disclosure. We decline to issue such a previous dete;rmination at this
time.

This letter ruling is limited to the particular information at issue in this request and limited
to the facts as presented to us; therefore, this ruling must not be relied upon as a previous
determination regarding any other information or any other circumstances.

This ruling triggers important deadlines regarding the rights and responsibilities of the
governmental body and ofthe requestor. For more information concerning those rights and
responsibilities, please visit our website at http://www.oag.state.tx.us/openJindex orl.php,
or call the Office of the Attorney General's Open Government Hotline, toll free,
at (877) 673-6839. Questions concerning the allowable charges for providing public
information under the Act must be directed to the Cost Rules Administrator ofthe Office of
the Attorney General at (512) 475-2497.

Sincerely,

\J\CY
Matt Entsminger
Assistant Attorney General
Open Records Division

MRE/dls

Ref: ID# 346234

Ene. Submitted documents

c: Requestor
(w/o enclosures)


