
ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS

GREG ABBOTT

June 17,2009

Ms. Camila W. Kunau
Assistant City Attorney
City of San Antonio
P.O. Box 839966
San Antonio, Texas 78283-3966

0R2009-08328

Dear Ms. Kunau:

You ask whether certain information is subject to required public disclosure under the
Public Information Act (the "Act"), chapter 552 ofthe Government Code. Your request was
assigned ID# 350684 (COSA File No. 09-0611).

The City of San Antonio (the "city") received a request five categories of information
'pertaining to the Service Employees International Union. You state you have provided some
of the requested information. You claim that the remaining information is excepted from
disclosure under section 552.101 of the Government Code. We have considered the
exception you claim and reviewed the submitted information. 1

S.ection ~52.101 ofthe Government Code excepts from disclosure "information considered
to be confidential by law, either constitutional, statutory, or by judicial decision." Gov't
Code § 552.101. This section encompasses the common-law right ofprivacy, which protects
information ifit (1) contains highly intimate or embarrassing facts, the publication ofwhich
would be highly objectionable to a reasonable person, and (2) is not oflegitimate concern to

1We assume that the "representative sample" ofrecords submitted to this office is truly representative
of the requested records as a whole. See Open Records Decision Nos. 499 (1988),497 (1988). This open
records letter does not reach, and therefore does not. authorize the withholding of, any other requested records
to the extent that those records contain substantially different types of information than that submitted to this
office.
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the public. Indus. Found. v. Tex. Indus. Accident Bd., 540 S.W.2d 668, 685 (Tex. 1976).
This office has found that personal financial information not relating to a financial
transaction between an individual and a governmental body is excepted from required public
disclosure under common-law privacy. See Open Records Decision No. 600 (1992) (public
employee's withholding allowance certificate, designation of beneficiary of employee's
retirement benefits, direct deposit authorization, and employee's decisions regarding
voluntary benefits programs, among others, are protected under common-law privacy).
Information reflecting an employee's decision to pay union dues through payroll deduction
constitutes personal financial information. Furthermore, we find that there is no legitim.ate
public interest in the release ofthis information. Accordingly, based on your arguments and
upon review of the submitted information, we agree that the requested information is
protected by common-law privacy and must be withheld under section 552.101 of the
Gover11l11ent Code.

This letter ruling is limited to the particular information at issue in this request and limited
to the facts as presented to us; therefore, this ruling must not be relied upon as a previous
determination regarding any other information or any other circumstances.

This ruling triggers impOliantdeadlines regarding the rights and responsibilities of the
governmental body and ofthe requestor. For more information concerning those rights and
responsibilities, please visit our website at http://www.oag.state.tx.us/open/index orLphp,
or call the Office of the Attorney General's Open Government Hotline, toll free, .
at (877) 673-6839. Questions concerning the allowable charges for providing public
information under the Act must be directed to the Cost Rules Administrator of the Office of
the Attorney General at (512) 475-2497. '

Sincerely,

:PiM~~e
Paige Savoie
Assistant Attorney General
Open Records Division

PS/eeg

Ref: ID# 350684

Enc. Submitted documents

cc: Requestor
(w/o enclosures)


