GREG ABBOTT

Tuly 8, 2009

Mr. Dennis D. Wilson

Limestone County Sheriff’s Cffice
1221 East Yeagua Street
Groesbeck, Texas 76642

OR2009-09417
Dear Mzr. Wilson:

You ask whether certain information is subject to required public disclosure under the
Public Information Act (the “Act”), chapter 552 ofthe Government Code. Your request was
assigned ID# 348482.

The Limestone County Sheriff’s Office (the “sheriff”) received a request for information
pertaining to a particular vehicle, including a copy of the title. You state that you do not have
information responsive to a portion of the request.” You state you have released some of the
requested information to the requestor. You claim that the submitted information is excepted
from disclosure under section 552.101 of the Government Code. We have considered the
exception you claim and reviewed the submitted information.

Section 552.101 of the Government Code excepts from disclosure “information considered
to be confidential by law, either constitutional, statutory, or by judicial decision.” Gov’t
Code § 552.101. Section 552.101 encompasses section 411.083 of the Government Code.
Criminal history record information (“CHRI”) generated by the National Crime Information
Center or by the Texas Crime Information Center is confidential. The federal regulations
allow each state to follow its individual law with respect to CHRI it generates. See id.
§ 411.083. Section 411.083 of the Government Code deems confidential CHRI that the
Department of Public Safety (“DPS”) maintains, except that the DPS may disseminate this
information as provided in chapter 411, subchapter F of the Government Code. See id.
Sections 411.083(b)(1) and 411.089(a) authorize a criminal justice agency to obtain CHRI;

'The Act does not require a governmental body to release information that did not exist when arequest
for information was received or create responsive information. See Econ. Opportunities Dev. Corp. v.
Bustamante, 562 S.W.2d 266, 267-68 (Tex. Civ. App.—San Antonio 1978, writ dism’d); Open Records
Decision No. 452 at 3 (1986).

PosT OFFICE BOX 12548, AUSTIN, TEXAS 78711-2548 TEL:(512)463-2100 WWW.OAG.STATE.TX.US
An Equal Employment Opportunity Employer - Printed on Recycled Paper




Mzr. Dennis D. Wilson - Page 2

however, a criminal justice agency may not release CHRI except to another criminal justice
agency for a criminal justice purpose. Id. § 411.089(b)(1). Other entities specified in
chapter 411 of the Government Code are entitled to obtain CHRI from DPS or another
criminal justice agency; however, those entities may not release CHRI except as provided
by chapter 411. See generally id. §§ 411.090-.127. Furthermore, any CHRI obtained from

—DPS-or-any-other-criminal-justice-agency-must-be-withheld-under-section-552-101-of the————————
Government Code in conjunction with Government Code chapter 411, subchapter F. Upon
review, we find that the submitted information pertains to motor vehicle registration and
therefore, is not CHRI that may be withheld under section 552.101 of the Government Code.
As you raise no other arguments against disclosure of the submitted information, it must be
released.’

This letter ruling is limited to the particular information at issue in this request and limited
to the facts as presented to us; therefore, this ruling must not be relied upon as a previous
. determination regarding any other information or any other circumstances.

This ruling triggers important deadlines regarding the rights and responsibilities of the
governmental body and of the requestor. For more information concerning those rights and
responsibilities, please visit our website at http:/www.oag state.tx.us/open/index_orl.php,
or call the Office of the Attorney General’s Open Government Hotline, toll free,
at (877) 673-6839. Questions concerning the allowable charges for providing public
information under the Act must be directed to the Cost Rules Administrator of the Office of
the Attorney General at (512) 475-2497.

Sincerely,

(V(nat

Christina Alvarado
Assistant Attorney General
Open Records Division
CA/l

Ref: ID# 348482

Enc. Submitted documents

ce: Requestor
(w/o enclosures)

*We note the requestor has a special right of access to some of the information being released in this
instance. See Gov’t Code § 552.023(a). Because such information may be confidential with respect to the
general public, if the sheriff receives another request for this information from a different requestor, the sheriff
must again seek a ruling from this office.




