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GREG ABBOTT

July 28,2009

Mr. Gerald G. Howard
Kemp Smith LLP
221 North Kansas, Suite 1700
El Paso, Texas 79901-1441

Dear Mr. Howard:

You ask whether certain information is subject to required public disclosure under the
Public InfOlmation Act (the "Act"}, chapter 5520fthe GovernmentCode; Your-requestwas
assigned ID# 350308.

The Fort Hancock Water Control and Improvement District (the "district"), which you
represent, received a request for the minutes of district board meetings that relate to the
approval of a district policy manual and district rules and regulations. You claim that the
submitted information is excepted from disclosure under section 552.103 ofthe Goveriunent
Code. We have considered the exception you claim and reviewed the submitted information.

._- -·--Asnofed~above,- ihe-iiis1:ailfrequesffor-irifQrmafioii--isspecificalWconfiile,fto-minutes·of-···
district board meetings that relate to the approval ofa district policy manual and district rules
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manual or the rules and regulations. Thus, the submitted minutes we have marked are not
responsive to the instant request. The district need not release nonresponsive information
in response to this request and this ruling will not address that information.

We next note the responsive submitted information consists of the minutes and agendas of .
board meetings: The minutes of a governmental entity's public meetings are specifically
made public by section 551.022 of the Government Code. See Gov't Code §§ 551.022
(minutes and tape recordings of open meeting are public records and shall be available for
public inspection and copying upon request), .041 (governmental body shall give written
notice of date, hour, plane, and subject of each meeting), .043 (notice of meeting of
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governmental body must be posted in place readily accessible to general public for at least 72
hours before scheduled time of meeting); see also Open Records Decision No. 221 (1979)
(stating that records of public proceedings are among most public information and are not
excepted underpredecessor to Gov't Code § 552.103). Therefore, the responsive meeting
minutes and agendas may not be withheld under section 552.103 ofthe Government Code
and must be released to the requestor pursuant to section 551.022 ofthe Government Code.

This letter ruling is limited to the particular information at issue in this request and limited
to the facts as presented to us; therefore, this ruling must not be relied upon as a previous
determination :regarding any other information or any other circumstances.

This ruling triggers important deadlines regarding the rights and responsibilities of the
governmentalbody and of the requestor. For more information concerning those rights and
responsibilities, please visit our website at http://www.oag.state.tx.us/open/index orLphp,
or call the Office of the Attorney General's Open Government Hotline, toll free,
at (877) 673-6839. Questions concerning the allowable charges for providing public
information under the Act must be directed to the Cost Rules Administrator ofthe Office of
the Attorney General at(512) 475-2497.
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