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Ms. Caroline E. Cho
Assistant County Attomey
Williamson County Attomey's Office
405 MLK#7
Georgetown, Texas 78626

0R2009-11261

Dem'Ms. Cho:

You ask whether certain information is subject to required public disclosure under the
Public Information Act (the "Act"), chapter 552 ofthe Govemment Code. Your request was
assigned ID# 356518.

Williamson County (the "county") received a request for specified e-mail conu11l111ications
ofa named individual. You state the county has released some ofthe requested information.
You claim that the marked portion ofthe submitted information is excepted from disclosure
under section 552.137 of the Govemment Code. We have considered the exception you
claim and reviewed the submi,tted information.

Section 552.137 of the Govemment Code makes celiain e-mail addresses confidential,
providing the following:

(a) Except as otherwise provided by this section, an e-mail address of a
member of the public that is provided for the purpose of communicating
electronically with a govemmental body is confidential and not subject to
disclosure under this chapter.

(b) Confidential infomlation described by this section that relates to a
member of the public may be disclosed if the member of the public
affimlatively consents to its release.
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(c) Subsection (a) does not apply to an e-mail address:

(1) provided to a govel11mental body by a person who has a
contractual relationship with the govel11mental body or by the
contractor's agent;

(2) provided to a govel11mental body by a vendor who seeks to
contract with the govel11mental body or by the vendor's agent;

(3) contained in a response to a request for bids or proposals,
contained in a response to similar invitations soliciting offers or
infol111ation relating to a potential contract, or provided to a
governmental body in the course of negotiating the terms of a
contract or potential contract; or

(4) provided to a governmental body on a letterhead, coversheet,
printed document, or other document made available to the public.

(d) Subsection (a) does not prevent a govel11mental body from disclosing an
e-mail address for any reason to another govel11mental body or to a federal
agency.

Gov't Code § 552.137. Under section 552.137, a govel11mental body must withhold the
e-mail address of a member of the general public, unless the individual to whom the e-mail
.address belongs has affil111atively consented to its public disclosure. See id. § 552.137(b).
The types of e-mail addresses listed in section 552.137(c) may not be withheld under
section 552.137. Likewise, section 552.137 is not applicable to the general e-mail address
of an organization or company. You state that the owner of the e-mail address at issue has
not affirmatively consented to its public disclosure. Therefore, to the extent the e-mail
address you have marked is a personal e-mail address, the county must withhold it under
section 552.137 ofthe Govel11ment Code. However, to the extent the marked e-mail address
consists ofthe general e-mail address ofan organization: or company, it may not be withheld
under section 552.137 and must be released.

This letter ruling is limited to the particular information at issue in this request and limited
to the facts as presented to us; therefore, this ruling must not be relied upon as a previous
determination regarding any other infom1ation or any other circumstances.

This ruling triggers important deadlines regarding the rights and responsibilities of the
govemmental body and ofthe requestor. For more infom1ation concerning those rights and
responsibilities, please visit our website at http://www.oag.state.tx.us/open/index orl.php,
or call the Office of the Attomey General's Open Govemment Hotline, toll free,
at (877) 673-6839. Questions conceming the allowable charges for providing public
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information under the Act must be directed to the Cost Rules Administrator ofthe Office of
the Attomey General at (512) 475-2497.

Sincerely,

~~~
Laura Ream Lemus
Assistant Attomey General
Open Records Division

LRL/eb

Ref: ID# 356518

Ene. Submitted documents

c: Requestor
(w/o enclosures)


