ATTORNEY GGENERAL OF TEXAS

GREG ABBOTT

August 13,2009

Ms. Michelle T. Rangel
Assistant County Attorney
Fort Bend County

301 Jackson Street, Suite 728
Richmond, Texas 77469

OR2009-11338
Dear Ms. Rangel:

You ask whether certain information is subject to required public disclosure under the
Public Information Act (the “Act”), chapter 552 of the Government Code. Your request was
assigned ID# 352175.

The Fort Bend County Sheriff’s Office (the “sheriff”) received a request for two specified
offense reports. You claim that the submitted information is excepted from disclosure under
sections 552.101, 552.130, and 552.136 of the Government Code. We have considered the
exceptions you claim and reviewed the submitted information.

Section 552.101 of the Government Code excepts from disclosure “information considered
to be confidential by law, either constitutional, statutory, or by judicial decision.” Gov’t
Code § 552.101. This section encompasses information protected by other statutes, such as
section 58.007 of the Family Code. Juvenile law enforcement records relating to conduct
that occurred on or after September 1, 1997 are confidential under section 58.007. You
claim the submitted reports are subject to section 58.007. However, this office has
concluded section 58.007, as enacted by the Seventy-fourth Legislature, does not make
confidential juvenile law enforcement records relating to conduct that occurred on or after
January 1, 1996. Open Records Decision No. 644 (1996). The Seventy-fifth Legislature,
however, amended section 58.007 to once again make juvenile law enforcement records -
confidential effective September 1, 1997. Act of June 2, 1997, 75th Leg., R.S,,
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- ch. 1086, 1997 Tex. Sess. Law Serv. 4179, 4187 (Vernon). However, the legislature chose
not to make this most recent amendment retroactive in application. Consequently, law
enforcement records pertaining to juvenile conduct that occurred between January 1, 1996
and September 1, 1997, are not subject to the confidentiality provisions of either the former
section 51.14(d) or the current section 58.007 of the Family Code. In this instance, the
submitted reports pertain to juvenile conduct that occurred in August 1997, and are,
therefore, not confidential under either the former section 51.14(d) or the current section
58.007 of the Family Code. Thus, the submitted reports may not be withheld under
section 552.101 of the Government Code.

Next, you raise section 552.130 of the Government Code. Section 552.130 excepts from
disclosure information that relates to a Texas motor vehicle driver’s license or a Texas motor
vehicle title or registration. Gov’t Code § 552.130(a)(1), (2). The sheriff must withhold the
Texas driver’s license numbers and Texas motor vehicle record information, which we have
marked, under section 552.130 of the Government Code.

Finally, you raise section 552.136 of the Government Code. Section 552.136 states
“InJotwithstanding any other provision of this chapter, a credit card, debit card, charge card,
or access device number that is collected, assembled, or maintained by or for a governmental

body is confidential.” Id. § 552.136(b). Accordingly, the sheriff must withhold the credit -

card numbers, which we have marked, under section 552.136 of the Government Code.

In summary, the sheriff must withhold the Texas driver’s license numbers and motor vehicle
information we have marked under section 552.130 of the Government Code. The sheriff
must also withhold the credit cards numbers we have marked under section 552.136 of the
Government Code. The remaining information must be released.!

This letter ruling is limited to the particular information at issue in this request and limited
to the facts as presented to us; therefore, this ruling must not be relied upon as a prev1ous
determination regarding any other information or any other circumstances.

This ruling triggers important deadlines regarding the rights and responsibilities of the
governmental body and of the requestor. For more information concerning those rights and
responsibilities, please visit our website at http://www.oag state.tx.us/open/index_orl.php,

or call the Office of the Attorney General’s Open Government Hotline, toll free, at @77y

673-6839. Questions concerning the allowable charges for providing public information

"We note the information being released contains social security numbers. Section 552.147(b) of the
Government Code authorizes a governmental body to redact a living person’s social security number from
public release without the necessity of requesting a decision from this office under the Act. However, the
requestor has a right of access to his own social security nurnber and it must be released to him. See Gov’t Code
§ 552.023.
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under the Act must be directed to the Cost Rules Administrator of the Office of the Attorney
General at (512) 475-2497. '

Sincerely,
- \ :
Vo, Bi—
\ _
Jennifer Burnett
Assistant Attorney General
'Open Records Division
IJB/sdk
Ref: ID# 352175

Enc. Submitted documents

c: Requestor
(w/o enclosures)




