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The Texas A&M University System
200 Technology Way, Suite 2079
College Station, Texas 77845-3424

0R2009-11493 ,

Dear Mr. Kelly:

You ask whether certain information is subject to required public disclosure under the
Public Information Act (the "Act"), chapter 552 ofthe Government Code. Your request was
assigned ID# 352441.

The Texas A&M University (the "university") received a request for a specified incident
report. You claim that portions of the requested information are excepted from disclosure
under sections 552.101 and 552.130 of the Government Code. We have considered the
exceptions you claim and reviewed the submitted information.

Section 552.101 ofthe Government Code excepts from disclosure "information considered
to be confidential by law, either constitutional, statutory, or by judicial decision." Gov't
Code § 552.101. This exception encompasses information that other statutes make
confidential. You raise section 552.101 in conjunction with article 57.03 of the Code of
Criminal Procedure. Article 57.03 states in relevant part:

(a) A public servant with access to the name, address, or telephone number of a
victim 17 years of age or older who has chosen a pseudonym under this chapter
commits an offense if the public servant knowingly discloses the name, 'address, or
telephone number ofthe victim to anyperson who is not assisting in the investigation
or prosecution of the offense or to any person other than the defendant, the
defendant's attorney, or the person specified in the order of a court of competent
jurisdiction.

Code erim. Proc. art. 57.03(a). You argue that the name, address, and telephone number of
the victim in 'the submitted incident report are confidential pursuant to article 57.03(a)
because the victim has chosen a pseudonym. We note that article 57.03 was intended to
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protect the privacy interests of sexual assault victims. See Senate Criminal Justice
Committee, Bill Analysis, Tex. S.B. 1392, 70th Leg., R.S. (1987). ill this instance, the
requestor is the victim listed in the submitted information. Thus, we conclude the requestor
has a right of access to her own name, address, and telephone number under
section 552.023.1 Accordingly, none ofthe submitted information may be withheld under
section 552.101 on the basis of article 57.03(a).

You also assert that some ofthe submitted information is excepted under section 552.130 of
the Government Code, whichprovides that informationrelating to a motor vehicle operator's
license, driver's license, motor vehicle title, or registration issued by a Texas agency is
excepted from public release. Gov't Code § 552.130(a)(1), (2). We agreethattheuniversity
must withhold the Texas motor vehicle record information we have marked under
section 552.130. The remaining information must be released.2

This letter ruling is limited to the particular information at issue in this request and limited
to the facts as presented to us; therefore, this ruling must not be relied upon as a previous
determination regarding any other information or any other circumstances.

This ruling triggers important deadlines regarding the rights and responsibilities of the
governmental body and ofthe requestor. For more information concerning those rights and
responsibilities, please visit our website at http://www.oag.state.tx.us/open/index orl.php,
or call the Office of the Attorney General's Open Government Hotline, toll free,
at (877) 673-6839. Questions concerning the allowable charges for providing public
information under the Act must be directed to the Cost Rules Administrator ofthe Office of
the Attorney General at (512) 475-2497.

SinCerelY~.~ L/}-#
~uttrIDl
Assistant Attorney General
Open Records Division

JLldis

ISection552.023(a) provides that "[a] person or a person's authorized representative has a special right
ofaccess, beyond the right ofthe general public, to information held by a governmental body that relates to the
person and that is protected from public disclosure by laws intended to protect that person's privacy interests."
Gov't Code § 552.023(a).

2We note that the information being released contains confidential information to which the requestor
has a right of access.' See Gov't Code § 552.023(a); Open Records Decision No. 481 at 4 (1987) (privacy
theories not implicated when individual asks governmental body to provide him with information concerning
himself). However, if the university receives another request for this particular information from a different
requestor, then the university should again seek a decision from this office.
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Ref: ID# 352441

Enc. Submitted documents

c: Requestor
(vv/o enclosures)


