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September 17,2009

Ms. Nicole B. Webster
Assistant City Attorney
City of Waco
P.O. Box 2570
Waco, Texas 76702-2570

Dear Ms. Webster:

GREG ABBOTT

0R2009-13153

/

You ask whether certain information is subject to required public disclosure under the
Public Information Act (the "AcC), chapter 552 ofthe Government Code. Your request was
assigned ID# 356230 (Waco Reference # LGL-09-705).

The City ofWaco (the "city") received a request for twelve categories ofinformatlon related
to a specified activity, event permits, and the city's Special Events Committee. You state
you have released' some of the requested information to the requestor. You claim that the
submitted information is excepted from disclosure under sections 552.130, 552.136,
and 552.137 of the Government Code. We have considered the exceptions you claim and
reviewed the submitted information.

Section 552.130 of the Government Code provides that information relating to a motor
vehicle operator's license, driver's license, motor vehicle title, or registration issued by a
Texas agency is excepted from public release. Gov't Code § 552.130(a)(1),
(2). Accordingly, the city must withhold the Texas motor vehicle record information you
have marked under section 552.130 of the Government Code.

Section 552.136 of the Government Code provides that "[n]otwithstanding any other
provision of [the Act], a credit card, debit card, charge card, or access device mimberthat is
collected, assembled, or maintained by or for a governmental body is confidential." Id.
§ 552.136(b). An access device number is one that maybe used to (1) obtain money, goods,
services, or another thing of value, or (2) initiate a transfer of funds other thana transfer
originated solely by paper instrument, and includes an account number. Id. § 552. 136(a).
This office has determined insurance policynumbers are access devicenumbers for purposes·
of section 552.136. Accordingly, the city must withhold the insurance policy numbers you
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have marked under section 552.136 ofthe Government Code. However, you have failed to
demonstrate how the remaining informationyou have marked is an access device number for
purposes of section 552.136. Thus, this remaining information, which we have marked for
release, may not be withheld under section 552.136 of the Government Code.

Section 552.137 of the Government Code excepts from disclosure "an e-mail address of a
member ofthe public that is provided for the purpose ofcommunicating electronically with
a governmental body" unless the member of the public consents to its release or the e-mail
address is ofa type specifically excluded by subsection (c). Id. § 552. 137(a)-(c). The e-mail
addresses you have marked in the remaining information are not of a type specifically
excluded by section 552.137(c). See Act of May 15, 2001, 77th Leg., R.S., ch. 356,
§ 1,2001 Tex. Gen. Laws 651, 651-52, amended by Act ofMay 27,2009, 81st Leg., R.S.,
ch. 962, § 7, 2009 Tex. Sess. Law Servo 2555, 2557 (Vernon) (to be codified as an
amendment to Gov't Code § 552.137(c)). You state the city has not received consent for
their release. Therefore, the city must withhold the e-mail addresses you have marked in
accordance with section 552.137 of the Government Code.

In summary, the city must withhold the Texas motor vehicle record information you have
marked under section 552.130 ofthe Government Code, the insurance policy numbers you
have marked under section 552.136 ofthe Government Code, and the e-mail addresses you
have marked under section 552.137 ofthe Government Code. The remaining information
must qe released to the requestor.

This letter ruling is limited to the particular information at issue in this request and limited
to the facts as presented to us; therefore, this ruling must not be relied upon as a previous
determination regarding any other information or any other circumstances.

This ruling triggers important deadlines regarding the rights and responsibilities of the
governmental body and ofthe requestor. For more information conce~ing those rights and
responsibilities, please visit our website at http://www.oag.state.tx.us/open/index orl.php,
or call the Office of the Attorney General's Open Government Hotline, toll free,
at (877) 673-6839. Questions concerning the allowable charges for providing public
information under the Act must be directed to the Cost Rules Administrator ofthe Office of
theAttorney General, toll free, at (888) 672-6787.

Sincerely,

~W-
Sarah Casterline
Assistant Attorney General
Open Records Division
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Ref: ID# 356230

Ene. Submitted documents

c: Requestor
(w/o enclosures)


