
ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS

GREG ABBOTT

November 9,2009

Mr. C. Patrick Phillips
Assistant City Attorney
City ofFort Worth
1000 Throckmorton Street, 3rd Floor
FOli Worth, Texas 76102

0R2009-15902

Dear Mr. Phillips:

You ask whether certain information is subject to required public disclosureunder the
Public InfOlmation Act (the "Act"), chapter 552 ofthe Govenunent Code. Your request was
assigned ID# 360875 (PIR. No. 5332-09).

The City ofFort Worth (the "city") received a request for 9-1-1 calls regarding a specified
traffic accident. You state the city has redacted a social security number under
section 552.147 of the Govenllnent Code. 1 You claim pOliions of the submitted incident
detail reports are excepted from disclosure under sections 552.101 and 552.130 of the
Government Code. We have considered the exceptions you claim and reviewed the
submitted information. We have also received and considered comments submitted by the
requestor. See Gov't Code § 552.304 (interested,paliy may submit written comments
regarding availability of requested information).

Section 552.101 ofthe Government Code excepts from disclosure "infonnation considered
to be confidential by law, either constitutional, statutory, or by judicial. decision." Gov't
Code § 552.101. This exception encompasses infonnation other statutes make confidential.
Chapter 772 ofthe Health and Safety Code authorizes the development oflocal emergency
communications districts. Sections 772.118, 772.218, arid 772.318 ofthe Health and Safety
Code are applicable to emergency 9-1-1 districts established in accordance with chapter 772.

IWe note section 552.147(b) of the Govemment Code authorizes a govel1unental body to redact a
living person's social secmity nmnber from public release without the necessity of requesting a decision ft.-om
this office lmder the Act.
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See Open Records Decision No. 649 (1996). These sections make the originating telephone
numbers and addresses of9-1-1 callers that are furnished by a service supplier confidential.
Id. at 2. Section 772.218 applies to an emergency commmllcation district for a COlU1ty with
a population of more than 860,000. You infOlm us the city is pali of an emergency
communication district established under section 772.218 of the Health and Safety Code.
You indicate the telephone number you have marked in the submitted infonnation was
provided by a 9-1-1 service supplier. Based on your representations, we conclude the city
must withhold the telephone 11lunber you have marked under section 552.101 of the
Government Code in conjunction with section 772.218 of the Health and Safety Code.

You have redacted certain Texas motor vehicle record infonnation under section 552.130 of
the Government Code pursuant to previous detenninations issued to the city in Open Records
Letter Nos. 2006-14726 (2006) and2007-00198 (2007). See Gov'tCode § 552.301(a); Open
Records Decision No. 673 at 7-8 (2001). You also seek to withhold additional infonnation
lU1der section 552.130.2 We note, however, the infornlation you have redacted alld the
additional infonnation you seek to withhold belongs to the requestor's insured driver. In tIns
installCe, the requestor is acting as the driver's authorized representative and has a right of
access to this infOlmation. See Gov't Code § 552;023(a) (person or person's authorized
representative has special right ofaccess, beyond right ofgeneral public, to infonnation held
by govenmlental body that relates to person and is protected from public disclosure by laws
intended to protect person's privacy interests). Thus, none ofthe submitted infonnationmay
be withheld under section 552.130 ofthe GovenU1lent Code.

In summary, the city must withhold the marked telephone number under section 552.1 01 of
the Government Code in conjunction with section 772.218 ofthe Health and Safety Code.
The remaining infonnation must be released.3

This letter ruling is limited to the particular infonnation at issue in tIns request and limited
to the facts as presented to us; therefore, tIns ruling must not be relied upon as a previous
detennination regal'ding ally other infonnation or any other circumstances.

This ruling triggers importallt deadlines regarding the rights alld responsibilities of the
govemmental body and ofthe requestor. For more infonnation concennng those rights and
responsibilities, please visit our website at http://www.oag:state.tx.us/openJindex orl.php,
or call the Office of the Attorney General's Open Government Hotline, toll fi.-ee,

2We note the types of additional infonnation the city seeks to withhold under section 552.130 were
not addressed in the previous determinations issued to the city in Open Records LetterNos. 2006-14726 (2006)
and 2007-00198 (2007).

3Because some of this lltf01111ation is generally confidential with respect to the general public, if the
city receives anotherrequest for this particular lllf0l111ation fi:om a different requestor, the city should agalll seek
a decision from tillS office:



Mr. C. Patrick Phillips - Page 3

at (877) 673-6839. Questions concerning the allowable charges for providing public
infonnation under the Act must be directed to the Cost Rules Administrator ofthe Office of
the Attorney General, toll fi"ee, at (888) 672-6787.

Sincerely,

Leah B. Wingerson
Assistant Attorney General
Open Records Division

LBW/dls

Ref: ID# 360875

Enc. Submitted documents

c: Requestor
(w/o enclosures)


