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Dear Mr. MalU1:

You ask whether celiain infonnation is subj ect to required public disclosme under the
Public Infonnation Act (the "Act"), chapter 552 ofthe GovenU11ent Code. Yom request was
assigned ID# 366204(GCA 09-0793).

The Garland Police Department (the "depaliment") received a request for infonnation
relating to a specified case number. You claim that the requested infonnation is excepted
fi'om disclosme under section 552.101 of the Governmeli.t Code. We have considered the
exception you claim alld reviewed the infonnation you submitted.

Section 552.101 ofthe Government Code excepts from disclosme "infonnation considered
to be confidential by law, either constitutional, statutory, or by judicial decision." Gov't
Code § 552.101. This exception encompasses the doctrine of common-law privacy, which
protects infol111ation that (1) contains highly intimate or embarrassing facts, the publication
of which would be highly objectionable to a reasonable person, alld (2) is not oflegitimate
concel11 to the public. See Indus. Found. v. Tex. Indus. Accident Bd., 540 S.W.2d 668,685
(Tex. 1976). The types ofinfol111ation considered to be intimate alld embarrassing by the
Texas Supreme Comi in Industrial Foundation incl~lde infol111ation relating to sexual assault,
pregnancy, mental or physical abuse in the workplace, illegitimate children, psychiatlic
treatment of mental disorders, attempted suicide, alld injmies to sexual organs. Id. at 683.
Generally, only highly intimate infol111ation that implicates the plivacy of an individual is
withheld. However, in celiain instances where it is demonstrated that the requestor knows
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the iCIe:'llit:" of the individual involved as we]] as the nature of certain incidents, the eJ1li ..e

report Illusl be wilhhelcllO protect the individual's privacy.

1n this instance, both the request for information and the submitted documents reflecl that
the requestor l·~now:: the identity of the individual involved as well as the' nature of the
inciclelll. Therefore, withholcling only the identity of tlle individual involved or certain
dCl<lib l<'the incident II'om the requestorwouldnol preserve the individual's common-Jmv
right It' privacy. /·\cc.ording]y, to protect llle privacy of the individual 10 whom the
inform~llion pertains, the ciepanmenr must withhold alI ofthe submitted information uncler
section ~,)2.1O] o[the Government Code in conjunction with commOll-law pri\'C1cy.

This letter ruling is limited to tIle particular information at issue in this reques1. and limired
\0 the ('acts as presented [0 us; therefore, this ruling lTIust nor be relied upon as a pre\"iolls
determination regarding any other information or any other circumstances.

This ruling triggers imponant deadlines regarding tbe rights and responsibilities of the
governmental body and of the requestor. For more infonIlation concerning those rights and
responsibilities, ple<lse visit our website at ll11l)://wWV\".oR£.state.tx.us/openhndex orl.n1l)2,
or. call rhe Office of the J-\.ttorney General's Open Government Hotline, toll free,
at (877) 673-6839. Questions concerning the al]O\:vable charges for providing public
information under the .ACt must be directed to the Cost Rules Administrator ortlle Office of
the Attorney G~1£!:al, toll free, at (888) 67'2-6787.
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