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ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS

GREG ABBOTT

December 18,2009

Mr. Joe Gorfida, JI.
Nichols, Jackson, Dillard, Hager & Smith, L.L.P.

.For City ofRichardson
1800 Lincoln Plaza
500 North Akard
Dallas, Texas 75201.

0R2009-17932

Dear Mr. Gorfida:

You ask whether certain infonnation is subject to required public disclosure lmder the
Public Infonnation Act (the "Act"), chapter 552 ofthe Govemment Code. Your request was
assigned ID# 365553 (Ref. No. 39904).

The City ofRichardson Municipal COlUi (the "colUi") received a request for all alTest and
other records regarding a. named individual. You claim the submitted cOlUi records are
excepted from disclosure under sections 552.101 and 552.130 ofthe Govemment Code. We
have considered the exceptions you claim and reviewed the submitted infOlTIlation.

The Act only applies to infomlation that is "collected, assembled, or maintained lmder a law
or ordinance or in c01111ection with the transaction of official business by a govemmental
body." Gov't Code § 552.002(a)(1). The Act does not apply to records ofthejudiciary. See
id. § 552.003(1)(B). Infonnation that is "collected, assembled or maintained by or for the
judiciary" is not subject to the Act. Id. § 552.0035(a); see also Tex. Sup. Ct. R. 12.
Consequently, records of the judiciary need not be released lUlder the Act. See Attomey
General Opinion DM-166 (1992). But see Benavides v. Lee, 665 S.W.2d 151 (Tex.
App.-San Antonio 1983, no writ); Open Records Decision No. 646 (1996) at 4 (":fi.mction
that a govennnental entity perfonns detennines whether the entity falls within the judiciary
exception to the. " Act"). The submitted court records are collected, assembled, or
maintained by or for the judiciary. Consequently, the public availability ofthis inf01111ation
is not gove111ed by the Act and is instead govemed by "rules adopted by the Supreme COlUi
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of Texas or by other applicable law and rules" pertaining to infonnation "collected,
assembled, or maintained by or for the judiciary." See Gov't Code § 552.0035(a), Open
Records Decision No. 671 (1992). Because om ruling is dispositive, we need not address
yom arguments against disc1osme.

TIlls letter ruling is limited to the particular infonnation at issue in tllls request and limited
to the facts as presented to us; therefore, this ruling must not be relied upon as a previous
determination regarding any other infornlation or any other circlU11stances.

This ruling tliggers important deadlines regarding the rights and responsibilities of the
governmental body and ofthe requestor. For more infOlmation concerning those rights and
responsibilities, please visit om website at http://www.oag.state.tx.us/open/index or1.php,
or call the Office of the Attorney General's Open Government Hotline, toll free,
at (877) 673-6839. Questions concerning the allowable charges for providing public
infOlmation under the Act must be directed to the Cost Rules Admilllstrator ofthe Office of
the Attorney General, toll free, at (888) 672-6787.

Sincerely,

_~__~c~c~ ~~~.~~ • __~..~~~_~_cc~_._c~_.c~.. c_~~~~~ __~~· __.~_~~_.~·~~ __c_~c-._
Leah B. Wingerson
Assistant Attorney General
Open Records Division
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