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Ms. Helen Valkavich
Assistant City Attomey
City of San Antonio
P.O. Box 839966
San Antonio, Texas 78283

0R2010-01767

Dear Ms. Valkavich: .

You ask whether certain information is subject to required public disclosure under the
Public Infonnation Act (the "Act"), chapter 552 ofthe Govemment Code. Your request was
assigned ID# 369292 (COSA File No. 09-1437).

The City of San Antonio (the "city") received a request for "any data kept by the city that
matches a police officer's 'PIN' to his name and badge." You claim that a portion of the
r~quested infonnation is not subject to the Act. In the altemative, you claim that apOliion
ofthe requested infonnation is excepted from disclosure tmder sections 552.136 and 552.139
of the Govemment Code. We have considered your arguments and reviewed the submitted
infonnation. 1

You claim the personal identification munber ("PIN") in the submitted infonnation is not
public infonnation under the Act. We note the Act is applicable only to "public
infonnation." See Gov't Code § 552.021. Section 552.002 of the Act defines public
infonnation as infonnation that is collected, assembled, or maintained under a law or
ordinance or in cOlmection with the transaction of official business:

(1) by a govemmental body; or

(2) for a govemmental body and the govenunental body owns the infonnation
or has a right of access to it.

'We assume that the "representative sample" of information submitted to tIlls office is uuly
representative ofthe requested records as a whole. See Open Records Decision Nos. 499 (1988), 497 (1988).
TIlls open records decision does not reach, and therefore does not authorize the withholding of, any other
requested records to the extent that those records contain substantially different types ofinformation than that
submitted to this office..

POST OFFICE Box 12548, AUSTIN, TEXAS 78711-2548 TEL:(512)463-2100 WWW.OAG.STATE.TX.US

A" Eq"al Employmmt Opport""i,y Employer. hi/lted 0" Recycled Paper



Ms. Helen Valkavich - Page 2

Id. § 552.002. In Open Records Decision No. 581 (1990), this office detennined celiain
computer infonnation, such as source codes, documentation infonnation, and other computer
programming, that has no significance other than its use as a tool for the maintenance,
manipulation, or protection of public property, is not the kind of infonnation that is made
public under section 552.021 ofthe Act. See Open Records Decision No. 581 at 6 (1990)
(construing predecessor statute). You infonn us that the submitted PIN is only used to
access, protect, and use the city's police department's computer system and has no other
significance that would malce it public infonnation. Based on the reasoning in that decision
and our review ofthe infonnation at issue, we find the PIN in the submitted infonnation is
used solely as a tool to maintain, manipulate, or protect public property. Id. As such, the
submitted PIN is not public infonnation, as defined by section 552.002, and, thus, is not
subject to the,Act. Therefore, the city need not release the submitted PIN under the Act.2

The remaining infonnation must be released.

This letter ruling is limited to the patiicular infonnation at issue in this request and limited
to the facts as presented to us; therefore, this TIlling must not be relied upon as a previous
detemlination regarding any other inf01111ation or any other circlUnstances.

This ruling triggers important deadlines regarding the rights and responsibilities of the
gove111mental body and ofthe requestor. For more infonnation conceming those rights and
responsibilities, please visit our website at http://www.oag.state.tx.us/openJindex orl.php,
or call the Office of the Att0111ey General's Open Gove111ment Hotline, toll fi:ee,
at (877) 673-6839. Questions conce111ing the allowable charges for providing public
infonnation under the Act must be directed to the Cost Rules Administrator of the Office of
the Att0111ey General, toll free, at (888) 672-6787.

Sincerely,

JrrfWIJAJJ.~'fiIL
Jonathan Miles
Assistant Att0111ey General
Open Records Division

JM/cc

Ref: ID# 369292

Enc. Submitted documents

c: Requestor
(w/o enclosures)

2As our ruling is dispositive, we need not address your remaining argtilllents against disclosure oftIns
information.


