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Ms. Ashley D. Fourt
Assistant District Attomey
Tmrant COlUlty
401 West Belknap
Fort Worth, Texas 76196-0201
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You ask whether certain infonnation is subject to required public disclosure under the
Public Info111lation Act (the "Act"), chapter 552 ofthe Govenllnent Code. Your request was
assigned ID# 377217.
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Dear Ms. Fomi:

I
I

... TlleTmrantCounty_Iu"\T.enile_ServicesDepartment{the"department")receiYed.arequestfor. I
--- -~~anTecOTds-pertaining-to-aJ1amed-juvenile-offender;---You-claim-the-submitted~ecords-are-----~

excepted from disclosure under section 552.101 of the Govenllnent Code. We have I
~,~~...~. ~~ ~- -~ ~~ o~··coii.slaerecr f1ieexcepfiQn~y()u ~c1aim·al1a· reviewea~tlie·~s·ulJmittea il1fonTIatioii~~ .~. ~..~.o ~~-~~ ~~~.. ~ ~ ~ ••~ .~ . ~',.

.. S~()ti()n_5 5?:l91 ~ftlle GbVertunel1t C()de_~x.c'~P!Sfr6fli disclbsure'-'ili.f()hltatioll considered ­
to be confidential by law, either constitutional, statutOly, o~' by judicial decision." Gov't
Code § 552.101. This seetionelicomjJass'es infdritLatiotlthat other'statutes make confidential,
such as section 58.007 of the Family Code, which states in pertinent part:

'--~----------------------------------------~---~I

(b) Except as provided by Aliicle '15.27, Code of Criminal Procedure, the
records and files of a juvenile court, a clerk of court, a juvenile probation
depmiment, or a prosecuting attomey relating to a child who is a party to a
proceeding under [Title 3 ofthe Family Code] are open to inspection onlyby:

(1) the judge, probation officers, mld professional staffor consultants
of a juvenile comi;
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(2) ajuvenile justice agency as that term is defined by Section 58.101;

(3) an attomey for a party to the proceeding;

(4) a public or private agency or institution providing supervision of
the child by arrangement of the juvenile court, or having custody of
the child under juvenile court order; or

(5) with leave of the juvenile court, any other person, agency, or
institution having a legitimate interest in the proceeding or in the
work of the court.

(i) ill addition to the authority to release information under Subsection (b)(5),
a juvenile probation department may release information contained in its
records witholit leave ofthe juvenile court pursuant to guidelines adopted by
the juvenile board.

Fam.Code § 58.007(b), (i). The submitted infonnation consists ofrecords maintained by the
department conceming ajuvenile offender. Uponreview, we agree the submitted docmnents

-- - are subject to sel:tion58;007(b)ofthe Family Code.. You state the requestor does not meet
the requirements ofany ofthe access provisions enumerated in section 58.007(b), 1 However,
as a juvenile probation department, the department has discretion to release the requested I

infonnation pursuant to guidelil).es adopted by the juvenile board, See id. § 58.007(i). You :
QO fiofillf6rtfnIs-tlfejuvenile-15oatd has adbptedarulegovefhingtneteleaseoftliistype-of ... - I
infonnation; therefore, w~ assume no suc,h regulation eXi,sts. ?iven t~at assumption, and I

~~based-on J'ouuepresentatlOns~andour-re:~'1e~coUhe_.submlttedmfonnatlOn, the~departmenL~-~.~~. ~- ~ ~~~-~ ~~~

must withhold the submitted information under section 552.101 ofthe Govemment Code in
conjlmctionwith .section 5~-'c007(b)oftheFamily Code.

This letter ruling is limited to the particulal' infonnation at issue in this request and limited
to the facts as presented to us; therefore, this ruling must not be relied upon as a previous

~~-- - --~detet'millatioll-l'egal'ding-any-othel'jnfolT11ation-ol'-any-other-circumstances.-------------~r

TIns mling triggersimportallt deadlines regardiIlg the rights and responsibilities of the
govel11111ental body and ofthe requestor. For more information conceming those rights alld
responsibilities, please visit our website at http://www.oag.state.tx.us/open/index or1.php,
or call the Office of the Attomey General's Open Govemment Hotline, toll fi'ee,

lWe note, however, the requestor has provided an authorization to release infonnation signed by the
juvenile offender at issue reflecting the requestor is a representative of an attomey who appears to be
representing the juvenile offender.
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at (877) 673-6839. Questions concerning the allowable charges for providing public
infonnation lUlder the Act must be directed to the Cost Rules Administrator of the Office of
the Attorney General, toll free, at (888) 672-6787.

Sincerely,

Leah B. Wingerson
Assistant Attorney General
Open Records Division

LBW/dls

Ref: ID# 377217

Enc. Submitted documents

c: Requestor
(w/o enclosures)


