
October 13, 2010 

Mr. Eric D. Bentley 

ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS 

GREG ABBOTT 

Assistant General COlU1sel 
University of,Houston System 
E. Cullen Building, Suite 311 
Houston, Tex;ls 77204-21p2: i:,.' '; , . 

Dear Mr. Bentley: 

0R2010-15623 

You ask whe.ther certain infonnation is subject to required public disclosure lU1der the 
Public Inforrn:ationAct (the "Act"), chapter 552 ofthe Government Code. Yourrequestwas 
assigned ID# 396539. 

The University of Houston (the "university") received a request for infOlmation pertaining 
to monetary cQntributions for the calendar years 2005 though 2010 that were designated or 
assigned to thF,: Moores School of Music scholarship fund, the Texas Music Festival, or the 
Moores School of Music Preparatory and Continuing Studies Program, including the source, 
date, and amonnt of each contribution. Yo'uclaim that the names ofthe donors are excepted 
from disclosure under section 552.l235 of the Govemment Code. We have considered the . . . '\ ' " . ,;. 

exception you claim and reviewed the subniitted infornation. 

Section 552.1235 of the Govenunent Code excepts from disclosure "[t]he name or other 
infonnation that would tend to disclose the identity of a person, other than a governmental 
body, who makes a gift, grant, or donation of money or property to an institution of higher 
education[.]" :,Gov't Code § 552.l235(a). For purposes of this exception, "institution of 
higher educati:on" is defined by section 6l.003 of the Education Code. Id. § 552.1235(c). 
Section 61.003: defines an "institutio.n of higher education" as "any public technical institute, 
public junior college, public senior college or university, medical or dental unit, public state 
college, or otljer agency of higher education as defined in this section." Educ. Code 
§ 61.003(8). J?ecause section 552.l235 does not provide a definition of "person," we look 
to the definiti\?n provided in the Code COI:struction Act. See Gov't Code § 311. 005. 
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"Person" includes a corporation, organization, government or governmental subdivision or 
agency, business tmst, estate, tmst, pminership, association, and any other legal entity. Id. 
§ 311.005 (2). We note the mnount or value of an individual gift, grant, or donation is not 
excepted fl.-om disclosure under section 552.1235. See id. § 552.1235(b). The university 
states the submitted infonnation contains the names of donors to the university, an institution 
of higher education. Based on our review of the documents and the university's 
representation, we conclude the infonnation we have marked must be withheld tmder 
section 552.1235. The remaining infonnation must be released. 

This letter miing is limited to the pmiicular information at issue in this request and limited 
to the facts as presented to us; therefore, this mling must not be relied upon as a previous 
detennination regarding any other infonnation or any other circumstances. 

This ruling triggers important deadlines regarding the rights mld responsibilities of the 
govel11mental body and ofthe requestor. For more infonnation concel11ing those rights and 
responsibiliti~s, please visit our website at http://www.oag.state.tx.us/open/index orl.php, 
or call the Office of the Attorney General's Open Government Hotline, toll free, at 
(877) 673-6839. Questions concerning the allowable charges for providing public 
infonnation up-der the Act must be directed to the Cost Rules Administrator ofthe Office of 
the Attol11ey General, toll free at (888) 672-6787. 

L 
Sincerely, 

[fCl!l11CtI1:L- ~ Hu 1/P tJ. 
Tamara H. Holland 
Assistant Attomey General 
Open Records Division 

THH/em 

Ref: ID# 396239 

Enc. Submi,tted documents 

c: Requestor 
(w/o eilclosures) 


