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April 18,2011

Ms. Dona H. Cornell

General Counsel

University of Houston System
311 Ezekiel Cullen Building
Houston, Texas 77204-2028

OR2011-05364
Dear Ms. Coﬁﬁell:

You ask whé"fher certain information is subject to required public disclosure under the
Public Information. Act (the “Act”), chapter 552 of the Government Code. Your request was
assigned ID# 414706.

The University of Houston (the “university”) received a request for request for quotation
(“RFQ”) selection criteria scores for responses to two specified RFQs. Although you take
no position with respect to the requested information, you state that the proprietary interests
of numerous third parties might be implicated. Accordingly, you state, and provide
documentation demonstrating, you notified ATC Associates, Inc.; Baer Engineering and
Environmental Consulting, Inc.; EFI Global, Inc.; ERC Environmental Consultants, Inc.;
ICON; ICU; Indoor Environmental Consultants; JK Inc.; McKee Erivironmental Health, Inc.;
Merit Environmental; Professional Services Industries, Inc.; QC Laboratories, Inc.; SKA
Consulting, L.P.; TGE Resources, Inc.; and Terracon Consultants of the request for
information and of their right to submit arguments to this office as to why the submitted
information should not be released. See Gov’t Code § 552.305(d); see also Open Records
Decision No.:542 (1990) (statutory predecessor to section 552.305 permits governmental
~ body to rely on interested third party to raise and explain applicability of exception in the Act
in certain circumstances). We havereceived comments from one third party, JK Inc. (“JK”).
We have considered the submitted arguments and reviewed the submitted information.

An interested‘?third party is allowed ten business days after the date of its receipt of the
governmental'body’s notice under section 552.305(d) to submit its reasons, if any, as to why
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information relating to that party should be withheld from public disclosure. See Gov’t Code
§ 552.305(d)(2)(B). As of the date of this letter, only JK has submitted comments to this
office. We ﬂius have no basis to conclude release of the information will harm the other
third parties’, plopnetary interests. See id. § 552.110; Open Records Decision Nos. 661
~ at5-6(1999) (to prevent disclosure of commercial or financial information, party must show
by specific factual evidence, not conclusory or generalized allegations, that release of
requested information would cause that party substantial competitive harm), 552 at 5 (1990)
(party must estabhsh prima facie case that information is trade secret), 542 at 3 (1990). As
for JK, it does not object to the release of the selection criteria scores.! Accordingly, the -
university may not withhold any of the third parties’ information based on any proprietary
interests they may have. As no exceptions to disclosure have been raised, the submitted

information must be released.

This letter ruﬁng is limited to the particular information at issue in this request and limited
to the facts as presented to us; therefore, this ruling must not be relied upon as a previous
determination regarding any other information or any other circumstances.

This ruling ti}iggers important deadlines regarding the rights and responsibilities of the
governmental body and of the requestor. For more information concerning those rights and
responsibilities, please visit our website at http://www.oag.state.tx.us/open/index_orl.php,
or call the Office of the Attorney General’s Open Government Hotline, toll free, at
(877) 673-6839. Questions concerning the allowable charges for providing public
information under the Act must be directed to the Cost Rules Administrator of the Office of
the Attorney Genelal toll free at (888) 672-6787.

Sincerely,

Assistant Attomey yeneral
Open Recor ds Division

LEH/em
Ref: ID# 414706 -
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Enc. Submifted documents

K. objects to the release of its financial information, specific client information, and references.
These types of information are not responsive to the present request for information. This ruling does not
address the public availability of any information that is not responsive to the request.

B3

i

N
I5l




Ms. Dona H.iCOl'llell —Page 3

e

Requestor
(w/o énclosures)

Ms. Cf:%;,ltherine McLain
ATC Associates, Inc.
3626 Westchase Drive
Houston, Texas 77042
(w/o enclosures)

Mr. Riclc Anderson, P.E..
EFI Global, Inc.

1100 Richmond Avenue, Suite 250

Housfén, Texas 77042
(w/o gnclosures)

Mr. Ch1 E. Onwuchekwa, P.E.

Merit Environmental

" 3845 EM 1960 West, Suite 345

Houston, Texas 77068
(w/o énclosures)

Mr. Jaies Otto, CIEC
ICON

1612 Schober Road
Argyle, Texas 76226 -
(w/o ehclosures)

Ms. Jén Koehn, M.S., CIH
JK Ing:

8926 Kirby Drive
Houston, Texas 77054
(w/o enclosures)

Mr. Bob Copus
QC Laboratories, Inc.
10810, Northwest Freeway
Houston, Texas 77092
(w/o enclosures)
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Ms. Therese Baer, P.E.

Baer Engineering and Environmental

Consulting, Inc.

7756 Northcross Drive, Suite 211
Austin, Texas 78757

(w/o enclosures)

Mr. Ronald McKee, CIH
McKee Environmental Health, Inc.
303 Westfield Lane

. Friendswood, Texas 77546

(w/o enclosures)

Mr. Randy Weber

Professional Services Industries, Inc.
1714 Memorial Drive

Houston, Texas 77007

(w/o enclosures)

Mr. Robin Franks, P.G., CHMM
TGE Resources, Inc.

Suite 100

6120 West by Northwest Boulevard

~ Houston, Texas 77040

(w/o enclosures)

Mr. Hollis Horner
Indoor Environmental Consultants
8305 Highway 71 West, Suite 202

- Austin, Texas 78735

(w/o enclosures)

Mr. Scott Leafe

Ska Consulting, L.P.

1515 Witte Road, Suite 150
Houston, Texas 77080

(w/o enclosures)
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Mr. Kevin Maloney
Terracon Consultants
11555:Clay Road, Suite 100
Houston, Texas 77043

(w/o enclosures)

Ms. Janet Wiiki, CIH, CSP
ICU -

26022 Oak Ridge Drive

The Woodlands, Texas 77380
(w/o enclosures) :
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Mr. Kommy Azarpour, P.E.

ERC Environmental Consultants, Inc.
10801 Hammerly Boulevard, Suite 100
Houston, Texas 77043

(w/o enclosures)




