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May 5,2011': 

ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS 

GREG ABBOTT 

Ms. Sharon Alexander 
Associate Geiieral Counsel 
Texas Departihent of Transportation 
125 East 11 thStreet 
Austin, Texas 78701-2483 ' .. 

Dear Ms. Alexander: 

0R2011-06216 

You ask whyther celiain infonnation is subj ect to required public disclosure under the 
Public Information Act (the "Act"), chapter 552 ofthe Govenllnent Code. Your request was 
assigned ID#4164 7 4. 

The Texas Depariment of Transpoliation (the "department") received a request for 
infonnation peliaining to a traffic accident. 1 You claim that the submitted infonnation is 
excepted froW disclosure lmder section 55i101 of the Govenllnent Code. We have 
considered the exception you claim and revi¢wed'the submitted infonnation. 

Section 552.1.01 excepts from disclosure "infonnation considered to be confidential by law, 
either constitutional, st~tutory, or by judicial' decisiOl1." 'Gov't Code § 552.101. 
Section 552.101 encompasses inforination that other statutes make confidential. The 
submitted in:t:<;mnation consists of a CRB-3 crash repOli completed pursuant to chapter 550 
of the Transportation Code. See Transp. Code § 550.064 (officer's accident repOli). 
Section 550.065(b) of the Transportation Code states that, except as provided by 
subsection (q); or subsection (e), accident repOlis aroe privileged and confidential. See id. 
§ 550.065. S~ction 550.065(c)(4) provides for the release ofaccidentrepolis to a persoll who 
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IWe not'e the department sought clarificationfi:om the requestor. See Gov't Code § 552.222(b) (stating 
if inf011l1ation re~luested is unclear to governmental body or oflarge amolmt ofinf011l1ation has been requested, 
govermnental bd,dy may ask requestor to clarify or narrow request, but may not inquire into ptupose for which 
information wili'be used). ' . 
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provides two:bfthe following three items ofinfonnation: (1) the date of the accident; (2) the 
name of any person involved in the accident; and (3) the specific location ofthe accident. See 
ieZ. § 550.065(c)(4). Under this provision, the depmiment or mlother gove111mental entity is 
required to refease a copy of an accident repOli to a person who provides the agency with two 
or more of the items of infonnation specified by the statute. leZ. In this instance, the 
requestor has not provided the department with any of the required pieces of infonnation. 
Thus, the depmiment must withhold the submitted infonnation from the requestor under 
section 552.101 of the Govemment Code in conjunction with section 550.065(b) of the 
TranspOliatiol1 Code. 

This letter ruling is limited to the particular information at issue in this request and limited 
to the facts a~: presented to us; therefore, this ruling must not be relied upon as a previous 
determinatio~l.regarding any other infonnation or any other circumstances. 
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This ruling triggers impOlimlt deadlines regarding the rights and responsibilities of the 
govemmentakpody and ofthe requestor. For more infonnation conceming those rights mld 
responsibiliti~s, please visit our website at http://www.oag.state.tx.us/open/index orl.php, 
or call the,pffice of the Attomey General's Open Govenunent Hotline, toll free, 
at (877) 673}6839. Questions conce111ing the allowable chm'ges for providing public 
inf01111ation rmder the Act must be directed to the Cost Rules Administrator of the Office of 
the AttomeyQeneral, toll fi'ee, at (888) 672-6787. 
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Jonathan Mil.s;s 
Assistant AttRhley General 
Open RecordiDivision 
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