
May 6,2011: 
", 

Mr. Jolm C. West 
General Counsel 

ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS 

GREG ABBOTT 

Office ofthe Inspector General 
Texas Department of Criminal Justice 
4616 Howard'Lane Suite250 , 
Austin, Texas 78728 

Dear Mr. West: 

0R2011-06276 

You ask whether certain infonnation is subject to required public disclosure lmder the 
Public Infonnation Act (the "Act"), chapter 552 ofthe Govenllnent Code. Your request was 
assigned ID# 416663. 

The Texas Depmiment of Criminal Justice (the "depmiment") received a request for 
infol111ation r~lating to a named imnate. You claim some of the requested infol111ation is 
excepted from disclosure lmder sections 552;101, 552.108, 552.130, and 552.134 of the 
GovenmlentCode. 1 We have considered the exceptions you claim and reviewed the 
information you submitted. 

Section 552.134 ofthe Govenllnent Code is applicable to infonnation relating to imnates of 
the depmimeIit. Section 552. 134(a) states: 

Excep,t as provided by Subsection (b) or by Section 552.029 [of the 
Government Code], infonnation obtained or maintained by the [department] 
is eXGepted from [required public disclosure 1 if it is information about an 

lAs YOlthave submitted no arglUnents lUlder sections 552.102, 552.103, 552.114, 552.117, 552.1175, 
552.119,552.121,552.136,552.137,552.140, and 552.141 of the Govel11ment Code, which you also cite, this 
decision does nQt address those exceptions. See Gov't Code § 552.301(e)(1)(A) (governmental body must 
submit COnTI11ent,s stating why claimed exceptions are applicable to infonnation at issue) . 
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imnate who is confined in a facility operated by or under a contract with the 
department. 

Gov't Code § 552.l34(a). Section 552.134 is explicitly made subject to section 552.029 of 
the Govenummt Code, which provides in pact: 

Notwithstanding ... Section 552.134, the following infonnation about an 
imnate who is confined in a facility operated by or under a coniTact with 
the [department] is subject to required disclosure lUlder Section 552.021: 

(8) basic infonnation regarding the death of an imnate in custody, an 
. incident involving the use of force, or an alleged crime involving the 
inmate. 

Id. § 552. 029E8). The basic infOlmation that must be released pursuant to section 552.029(8) 
includes the tiine and place ofthe incident, the names of imnates and depaliment employees 
who were invplved, a brief na11'ative of the incident, a brief description of ally injuries 
sustained by a~lyone involved, and infonnation regal'ding ally criminal charges or disciplinary 
actions that were filed as a result of the incident. 

We find secti9n 552.l34(a) is generally applicable to the submitted infonnation. hl this 
installCe, how~ver, some ofthe infonnation at issue is related to an incident involving a use 
of force and alleged crimes involving imnates. The department must release basic 
infonnation r'egarding the use of force alld the alleged crimes involving inmates in 
accordance with section 552.029(8) of the Government Code, The depaliment must 
withhold the rest of the submitted information lUlder section 552.134 of the Govenunent 
Code.2 

This letter ruling is limited to the paliicular infonnation at issue in this request alld limited 
to the facts as"presented to us; therefore, this ruling must not be relied upon as a previous 
detennination:regal'ding any other infonnation or any other circumstances. 

This ruling triggers impOliant deadlines regal'ding the rights alld responsibilities of the 
govemmentalbody and ofthe requestor. For more infonnation conceming those rights alld 
responsibiliti~s, please visit our website at http://www.oag.state.tx.us/open/index orl.php, 
or call the Qffice of the Attomey General's Open Govenunent Hotline, toll free, 

2 As we,~flre able to make these determinations, we do not address the other exceptions you claim, 
except to note basic informationlUlder section 552.029(8) corresponds to the basic front-page information that 
must be released:'i.mder section 552.1 08( c) of the Govenunent Code. See Houston Chronicle Publishing Co. 
v. City a/Houston, 531 S.W.2d 177,186-88 (Tex. Civ. App.-Houston [14th Dist.] 1975), writref'd n.r.e.per 
curiam, 536 S.W.2d 559 (Tex. 1976); Open Records Decision No. 127 at 3-4 (1976). 
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at (877) 673>6839. Questiens cence111ing the allewable charges fer previding public 
infe111latien uilder the Act must be directed to. the Cest Rules Administrater efthe Office ef 
the Atte111eyGeneral, tell fi:ee, at (888) 672-6787. 

ames W. Monis, III 
Assistant Att0111ey General 
Open Recerds Division 
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Ref: ID# 416663 

Enc: Submitted decmnents 

c: Requester 
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