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ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS 

GREG ABBOTT 

June 13, 20r.I' 

Mr. GregoryiA. Alicie 
Open Records Specialist 
Baytown Police Department 
3200 North Main Street 
Baytown, Texas 77521 

Dear Mr. Ali6,ie: 

. ",". ;"' 

0R2011-08367 

You ask wh~ther certain infomlation is subj ect to required public disclosme under the 
Public Infomiation Act (the "Act"), chapter 552 ofthe Govennnent Code. Yom request was 
assigned ID#420747. 

The Baytown~Police Depmiment (the "department") received two requests for a specified 
report. You s$ate you will redact social secmitynumbers mld pmiial social secmitynumbers 
pmsuant to s:ection 552.l47(b) of the Gove~11lIlent Code.1 You claim that some of the 
submitted infqrmation is excepted from disc16sme pmsumlt to sections 552.101 and 552.151 
of the Govenlment Code. We have consider~d,the exceptions you claim and reviewed the 
submitted infqrmation. 

',: 

Section 552.161 ofthe Govennnent Code excepts from disclosme "infomlation considered 
to be confidential by law, either constitutional, statutory, or by judicial decision." Gov't 
Code § 552.lcOl. Section 552.101 encompasses the connnon-law right of privacy, which 
protects info~~mation if it (1) contains highly intimate or embanassing facts, the publication 
of which WOl}~d be highly objectionable to a reasonable person, mld (2) is not oflegitimate 
concem to tIie public. Indus. Found. v. Tex. Indus. Accident Bd., 540 S.W.2d 668, 685 
(Tex. 1976).:;:The types ofinfonnation considered intimate and embanassing by the Texas 

ISectioil 552.l47(b) of the Govenmlent Code authorizes a govenmlental body to redact a living 
person' s sociat~ecurity number from public release without the necessity of requesting a decision fi-om tins 
office. See Go~:t Code § 552.147(b) . 
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Supreme Court in Industrial Foundation include infonnation relating to sexual assault, 
pregnancy, mental or physical abuse in the workplace, illegitimate children, psychiatric 
treatment ofl11ental disorders, attempted suicide, and injuries to sexual organs. Id. at 683. 
This office has found some kinds of medical information or infonnation indicating 
disabilities or specific illnesses are excepted from required public disclosure under 
common-law.privacy. See Open Records Decision Nos. 470 (1987) (ilhiess fi."om severe 
emotional and j ob-related stress), 455 (1987) (prescription drugs, illnesses, operations, and 
physical handicaps). Upon review, we agree the inf01111ation you have marked is highly 
intimate or embarrassing and not of legitimate public conce111. Therefore, the depmiment 
must withhold this infomlation under section 552.101 in conjllllction with connnon-law . :/; 

pnvacy.<; 

You have marked inf01111ation to be withheld under section 552.151 of the Govenmlent 
Code. Section 552.151 provides: 

InfonJilation in the custody of a govemmental body that relates to an 
emplqyee or officer of the govemmental body is excepted fi."om the 
requiwments of Section 552.021 if, under the specific circumstances 
pertai~)ing to the employee or officer, disclosure of the infonnation would 
subjeCft the employee or officer to a substantial threat of physical hm111 . 

. 'f, 

Gov't Code':;§ 552.151. You infoml us the infonnation you have mm"ked under 
section 552.1-$1 relates to lmdercover police officers. You represent that release of this 
inf01111ation Would subj ect these undercover officers to a "substantial tIn"eat of physical 
harm." Basedon your represel~tation, we conclude you have demonstrated that release ofthe 
information ybu have marked would subject these officers to a substantial threat of physical 
haml. Therefore, the depmiment must withhold the information you have marked llllder 
section 552.r~1 ofthe Govenmlent Code. 

:; 

In summary," the department must withhold the infonnation you have marked under 
section 552.191 ofthe Govenmlent Code in conjllllction with common-law privacy and the 
infomlation Y.'pu have marked under section 552.151 of the Govennnent Code. The 
remaining inf?nnation must be released. 

This letter rul,i~lg is limited to the pmiicular infonnation at issue in this request and limited 
to the facts aspresented to us; therefore, this ruling must not be relied upon as a previous 
dete1111inatiOl~iegarding any other infonnation or any other circumstmlces. 

This ruling triggers important deadlines regm"ding the rights and responsibilities of the 
govemmenta1.Oody and ofthe requestor. For more infonnation conceming those rights and 
responsibilitie~, please visit our website at http://www.oag.state.tx.us/openJindex orl.php, 
or call the Office of the Attomey General's Open Govennnent Hotline, toll fi."ee, 
at (877) 673~6839. Questions conceming the allowable charges for providing public 
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infonnation lUider the Act must be directed to the Cost Rules Administrator of the Office of 
the Attomey ~eneral, toll free, at (888) 672-6787. 

( L-
NnekaKanu·'· 
Assistant Attomey General 
Open Records Division 
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Ref: ID# 420747 

Ene. Subni~tted documents 

cc: Requestor 
(w/o enclosures) 
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