
January 24,2012 

Elizabeth Lutton 

Department 
Riverfront Boulevard LB-31 

Texas 75207-4313 

OR2012-01135 

is subjeet to required public 
5520fthe Code. Your 

Shenffs Department (the "department") received a 
to a fatal accident. You claim the req uested infom1ation is excepted 

552.103 and 552.108 of the Government Code. 
you claim and reviewed the information you 

Code excepts from disclosure "inforn1ation considered 
statutory, or by judicial "I 

encompasses information other statutes make confidentiaL 
Transportation Code states that except as provided by subsection 
are privileged and confidential. See Transp. Code § 550.065(b). 

provides for the rclease of an accident report to a person 
items of information: (1) the date of the aceident; name 

the accident; and (3) the specific location of the accident. 
provision, the Texas Depaliment Transportation or 

to release a copy of an accident report to a person who 

IThis office will raise section 552.101 on behalf of a governmental body, as this section is a mandatory 
to disclosure. See Gov't Code 552.007 •. 352; Open Records Decision No. 674 at 3 11.4 (2001) 

exceptions) . 
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~ s 
lI1stance, not provided the department with two ofthe 

inforn1ation. Therefore, the department must withhold the crash reports pursuant to 
550.065(b) of the Transportation Code. 

\ve address your claim under section 552.1 08(a)(1) of the Government Code for the 
rest of the submitted infonnation. Section 552.1 08( a)( 1) excepts from disclosure 
"[iJnfonnation held by a law enforcement agency or prosecutor that deals with the detection, 
investigation, or prosecution of crime ... if ... release of the information would interfere 

the detection, investigation, or prosecution ofcrime[.]" Gov't Code § 552.108(a)(l). 
must reasonably explain how and why section 552.108 is applicable 

at issue. See id. § 552.301(e)(l)(A); Ex parte Pruitt, 551 S.W.2d 
state release ofthe remaining infonnation would interfere with a 

investigation. Based on your representation, we conclude section 552.1 08(a)(1) is 
applicable to the remaining information. See HOIlStOIl Chronicle Puhl'g v. 

Of Ho us lOll , 531 S.W.2d 1 (Tex. Civ. App.-Houston [14th Dist.] 1975) (court delineates 
enforcement interests present in active cases), writ ref'd lI.r.e. per curiam, 
.2d 559 (Tex. 1976). 

note not except from disclosure "basic 
or a crime. Code § 552.1 

basic front-page offense and arrest inforn1ation held to be public in Hal/stall Chronicle. 
1 at 186-88. The depaJiment must release basic infonnation, including a 

even if information does not literally 
See Open Records Decision No.1 

public by HOllston Chronicle). 
infonnation under section 552.1 

(1) must withhold 
Transportation Code and (2) may 

5 1 08(a)(l) of the Government 
1 Asweareabletomakethese we 

under sections 552.103 and 552.108 ofthe Government Code." 

particular information at issue in this request 
to us; therefore, this ruling must not be relied upon as a previous 

infol1nation or any other circumstances. 

note section 552,103 does not generally except from disclosure the same basic information that 
must be released under section 552.1 08( c). See Open Records Decision No. 597 (1991). 
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Attorney s Open Government 
at 673-6839. Questions concerning the allowable charges for providing public 
infon11atiol1 under the Act must be directed to the Cost Rules Administrator of the Office of 

Attorney General, toll free, at (888) 672-6787. 

Attorney General 
Open Records Division 

1D# 447663 


