
February 19, 2013 

Ms. LeAnne Lundy 

ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS 
GREG ABBOTT 

For the Eanes Independent School District 
Rogers, Morris & Grover, L.L.P. 
5718 Westheimer Road, Suite 1200 
Houston, Texas 77057 

Dear Ms. Lundy: 

0R2013-02728 

You ask whether certain information is subject to required public disclosure under the 
Public Information Act (the "Act"), chapter 552 ofthe Government Code. Your request was 
assigned ID# 479021. 

The Eanes Independent School District (the "district"), which you represent, received a 
request for a list of all Level III grievances filed with the district during a specified time 
period, and whether the Level II decision was upheld. You claim the submitted information 
is excepted from disclosure under section 552.103 of the Government Code. We have 
considered the exceptions you claim and reviewed the submitted representative sample of 
information. 1 We have also considered comments submitted by the requestor. See Gov't 
Code § 552.304 (interested party may submit comments stating why information should or 
should not be released). 

Initially, you state the district is withholding some of the requested information pursuant to 
the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act ("FERP A"), section 1232g of title 20 of the 
United States Code. We note the United States Department of Education Family Policy 

IWe assume the "representative sample" of information submitted to this office is truly representative 
of the requested records as a whole. See Open Records Decision Nos. 499 (1988), 497 (1988). This open 
records letter does not reach, and therefore does not authorize the withholding of, any other requested records 
to the extent those records contain substantially different types of information than those submitted to this 
office. 
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Compliance Office (the "DOE") has infonned this office FERP A does not pennit state and 
local educational authorities to disclose to this office, without parental consent, unredacted, 
personally identifiable infonnation contained in education records for the purposes of our 
review in the open records ruling process under the Act.2 See 20 U.S.C. § 1232g(d}. 
Consequently, state and local educational authorities that receive a request for education 
records from a member ofthe public under the Act must not submit education records to this 
office in unredacted fonn, that is, in a fonn in which "personally identifiable infonnation" 
is disclosed. See 34 C.F.R. § 99.3 (defining "personally identifiable infonnation"). You 
state the requested infonnation at issue consists of education records that are protected under 
FERP A. Accordingly, because our office is prohibited from reviewing education records to 
detennine whether appropriate redactions under FERP A have been made, we will not address 
the applicability ofFERP A to the infonnation at issue. Such detenninations under FERP A 
must be made by the educational authority in possession of the education records.3 

Next, we note the submitted infonnation consists of minutes of public meetings held by the 
district's School Board. The agendas and minutes of a governmental body's public meetings 
are specifically made public under provisions of the Open Meetings Act, chapter 551 of the 
Government Code. See Gov't Code §§ 551.022 (minutes and tape recordings of open 
meeting are public records and shall be available for public inspection and copying on 
request to governmental body's chief administrative officer or officer's designee), .041 
(governmental body shall give written notice of date, hour, place, and subject of each 
meeting), .043 (notice of meeting of governmental body must be posted in place readily 
accessible to general public for at least 72 hours before scheduled time of meeting). 
Although you raise section 552.103 of the Government Code as an exception to disclosure 
of this infonnation, we note the general exceptions to disclosure found in the Act are not 
applicable to infonnation that other statutes make public. See Open Records Decision 
Nos. 623 at 3 (1994), 525 at 3 (1989). Accordingly, the submitted minutes of the public 
meetings must be released pursuant to section 551.022 of the Government Code.4 

This letter ruling is limited to the particular infonnation at issue in this request and limited 
to the facts as presented to us; therefore, this ruling must not be relied upon as a previous 
detennination regarding any other infonnation or any other circumstances. 

This ruling triggers important deadlines regarding the rights and responsibilities of the 
governmental body and of the requestor. For more infonnation concerning those rights and 

2A copy of this letter may be found on the Office of the Attorney General's website: 
http://www.oag.state.tx.us/openl20060725usdoe.pdf. 

lIn the future, if the district does obtain parental consent to submit unredacted education records and 
the district seeks a ruling from this office on the proper redaction of those education records in compliance with 
FERPA, we will rule accordingly. 

4As our ruling is dispositive, we need not consider your argument against disclosure. 
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responsibilities, please visit our website at http://www.oag.state.tx.us/openiindex orl.php, 
or call the Office of the Attorney General's Open Government Hotline, toll free, 
at (877) 673-6839. Questions concerning the allowable charges for providing public 
infonnation under the Act must be directed to the Cost Rules Administrator of the Office of 
the Attorney General, toll free at (888) 672-6787. 

Sincerely, 

~u.YrT~ 
Cynthia G. Tynan 
Assistant Attorney General 
Open Records Division 

CGT/akg 

Ref: ID# 479021 

Enc. Submitted documents 

c: Requestor 
(w/o enclosures) 


