GREG ABBOTT

July 16, 2013

Mr. Darin Darby

Counsel for Fort Worth Independent School District
Escamilla, Poneck & Cruz, L.L..P.

P.O. Box 200

San Antonio, Texas 78291-0200

OR2013-12108
Dear Mr. Darby:

You ask whether certain information is subject to required public disclosure under the
Public Information Act (the “Act”), chapter 552 of the Government Code. Your request was
assigned ID# 493270,

The Fort Worth Independent School District (the “district”), which you represent, received a
request for information submitted by a former district school teacher when he applied for his
position with district. You state the district will release some information to the requestor.
You also state the district will redact information pursuant to sections 552.024, 552.130(c),
and 552.147 of the Government Code.! You claim the submitted information is excepted
from disclosure under section 552.102 of the Government Code. We have considered the
exception you claim and reviewed the submitted information.

'Section 552.117 of the Government Code excepts from disclosure the home addresses and telephone
numbers, emergency contact information, social security numbers, and family member information of current
or former officials or employees of a governmental body. Gov’t Code § 552.117(a). Section 552.024 of the
Government Code authorizes a governmental body to withhold information subject to section 552.117 without
requesting a decision from this office if the current or former employee or official chooses to not allow public
access to the information. /d. § 552.024(c). Section 552.130(c) of the Government Code allows a
governmental body to redact the information described in subsection 552.130(a) without the necessity of
seeking a decision from the attorney general. See Act of May 6, 2013, 83rd Leg., R.S., S.B. 458, § 1 (to be
codified as an amendment to Gov't Code § 552.130(c)). If a governmental body redacts such information, it
must notify the requestor in accordance with section 552.130(e). See Gov’t Code § 552.130(d), (e).
Section 552.147(b) of the Government Code authorizes a governmental body to redact a living person’s social
security number from public release without the necessity of requesting a decision from this office under the
Act. Id. § 552.147(b).
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Initially, you indicate the district will redact information under section 552.102(a) of the
Government Code. We note a governmental body may not withhold information from
the public without asking this office for a decision under section 552.301 of the
Government Code unless a provision of the Act or a previous determination specifically
authorizes the governmental body to do so. See Gov’t Code § 552.301(a); see also, e.g., id.
§§ 552.024(c), .147; Open Records Decision No. 673 (2001) (previous determinations). We
are unaware of any statutory or other authority that would permit the district to withhold
information under section 552.102(a) without asking this office for a decision. Therefore,
the district may not redact any information on the basis of section 552.102(a) of the
Government Code without asking this office for a ruling under section 552.301 of the
Government Code.

Section 552.102(b) of the Government Code excepts from public disclosure “a transcript
from an institution of higher education maintained in the personnel file of a professional
public school employee[.]” Gov’t Code § 552.102(b). This exception further provides,
however, that “the degree obtained or the curriculum on a transcript in the personnel file of
the employee” are not excepted from disclosure. Id.; see also Open Records Decision
No. 526 (1989). Thus, with the exception of the employee’s name, courses taken, and
degrees obtained, the district must withhold the submitted college transcripts pursuant to
section 552.102(b) of the Government Code.?

This letter ruling is limited to the particular information at issue in this request and limited
to the facts as presented to us; therefore, this ruling must not be relied upon as a previous
determination regarding any other information or any other circumstances.

This ruling triggers important deadlines regarding the rights and responsibilities of the
governmental body and of the requestor. For more information concerning those rights
and responsibilities, please visit our website at http://www.lexasattorneygeneral.gov/open/
orl_ruling_info.shtml, or call the Office of the Attorney General’s Open Government
Hotline, toll free, at (877) 673-6839. Questions concerning the allowable charges for
providing public information under the Act may be directed to the Office of the Attorney
General, toll free, at (888) 672-6787.

Sincerely,
W

Jennifer Burnett
Assistant Attorney General
Open Records Division

JB/tch

?As our ruling is dispositive, we need not address your remaining argument against disclosure.
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