GREG ABBOTT

April 8, 2014

Ms. Meredith L. Kennedy

Civil Chief

Wichita County District Attorney’s Office
900 Seventh Street

Wichita Falls, Texas 76301-2482

OR2014-05786
Dear Ms. Kennedy:

You ask whether certain information is subject to required public disclosure under the
Public Information Act (the “Act”), chapter 552 of the Government Code. Your request was
assigned ID# 523558 (Wichita County ORR# 414).

The Wichita County Auditor’s Office (the “auditor’s office™) received a request for
information regarding (1) uncashed vendor checks of a specified amount issued during a
specified time period, (2) records regarding delivered guarantees for privately owned
improvements to real property that have not been refunded, and (3) records of property tax
overpayments or unclaimed tax lien certificates from a specified time period. You claim the
submitted information is excepted from disclosure under section 552.136 of the Government
Code.! We have considered the exception you claim and reviewed the submitted
information.

Section 552.136 of the Government Code states “Notwithstanding any other provision of
[the Act], a credit card, debit card, charge card, or access device number that is collected,

'Although you cite to section 552.101 of the Government Code in your brief to this office, we
understand you to raise section 552.136 based on the substance of your arguments. We also note the auditor’s
office did not comply with the procedural requirements of section 552.301 of the Government Code in
requesting this decision. See Gov’t Code § 552.301(b), (¢). However, because section 552.136 of the
Government Code can provide a compelling reason for non-disclosure under section 552.302, we will address
the applicability of that exception to the submitted information. See Open Records Decision No. 150
at2 (1977).

Post Orrice Box 12548, AusTIN, TEXAS 78711-2548 TEL: (512) 463-2100 WWW.TEXASATTORNEYGENERAL.GOV
An Equal Employment Opportunity Employer - Printed on Recycled Paper




Ms. Meredith L. Kennedy - Page 2

assembled, or maintained by or for a governmental body is confidential.” Gov’t Code
§ 552.136(b); see id. § 552.136(a) (defining “access device”). Upon review, we find the
auditor’s office must withhold the information we have marked under section 552.136 of the
Government Code.” The remaining information must be released.

This letter ruling is limited to the particular information at issue in this request and limited
to the facts as presented to us; therefore, this ruling must not be relied upon as a previous
determination regarding any other information or any other circumstances.

This ruling triggers important deadlines regarding the rights and responsibilities of the
governmental body and of the requestor. For more information concerning those rights
and responsibilities, please visit our website at hitp://www.texasattornevgeneral.gov/open/
orl_ruling_info.shtml, or call the Office of the Attorney General’s Open Government

Hotline, toll free, at (877) 673-6839. Questions concerning the allowable charges for
providing public information under the Act may be directed to the Office of the Attorney
General, toll free, at (888) 672-6787.

Kathrgn R
Assistant Attorney General
Open Records Division

KRM/bhf
Ref: ID# 523558
Enc. Submitted documents

o Requestor
(w/o enclosures)

*Section 552.136(c) of the Government Code authorizes a governmental body to redact the information
described in section 552.136(b) without the necessity of requesting a decision from this office. Gov’t Code
§ 552.136(c). 1f a governmental body redacts such information, it must notify the requestor in accordance with
section 552.136(e). Id. § 552.136(d), (e).




