
, .. ,, ..... , ........ __ ,,,,,,,, ___ ,,,, ________________________________ _ 

April15, 2014 

Ms. Heather Silver 
Assistant City Attorney 
City of Dallas 

ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS 

GREG ABBOTT 

1500 Manila Street, Room 7DN 
Dallas, Texas 75201 

Dear Ms. Silver: 

OR2014-06251 

You ask whether certain information is subject to required public disclosure under the 
Public Information Act (the "Act"), chapter 552 of the Government Code. Your request was 
assigned ID# 519527. 

The City of Dallas (the "city") received a request for all billing statements, invoices, and 
other requests for payment submitted by Jones Day during a specified time period. You state 
the city will release some of the requested information, with the redaction of account 
numbers pursuant to section 552.136( c) of the Government Code. 1 You claim the remaining 
requested information is excepted from disclosure under section 55 2.107 of the Government 
Code and privileged under rule 503 ofthe Texas Rules of Evidence. We have considered 
your arguments and reviewed the submitted representative sample of information? 

1Section 552.136 of the Government Code permits a governmental body to withhold the information 
described in section 552.136(b) without the necessity of seeking a decision from this office. See Gov't Code 
§ 552.136( c). If a governmental body redacts such information, it must notify the requestor in accordance with 
section 552.136(e). See id. § 552.136(d), (e). 

2We assume the "representative sample" of records submitted to this office is truly representative of 
the requested records as a whole. See Open Records Decision Nos. 499 (1988), 497 (1988). This open records 
letter does not reach, and therefore does not authorize the withholding of, any other requested records to the 
extent that those records contain substantially different types of information than that submitted to this office. 
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We must address the city's procedural obligations under the Act. We note the information 
you have submitted appears to be responsive to a previous request for information sent to the 
city on August 30, 2013, by the same requestor. 3 This office determined additional 
information is necessary to render a decision in this case. See Gov't Code§ 552.303(b ), (c). 
Thus, in accordance with section 552.303(c) of the Government Code, by correspondence 
sent to you by facsimile on April3, 2014, this office requested the city provide this office 
additional information regarding how the city responded to the August 30, 2013, request. 
See id § 552.303(c). The April 3, 2014, correspondence informed you the city had seven 
calendar days to submit to this office the additional information requested. See id. 
§ 552.303( d) (governmental body shall submit necessary additional information to attorney 
general not later than seventh calendar day after date notice is received). As of the date of 
this letter, we have not received a response from the city to our April 3, 2014, request for 
additional information. Because the city did not respond to our request for additional 
information, we find the city failed to comply with section 552.303(d). 

Pursuant to section 552.303(e) of the Government Code, a governmental body's failure to 
comply with the requirements of section 5 52.303( d) results in the legal presumption that the 
requested information is subject to required public disclosure and must be released, unless 
the governmental body demonstrates a compelling reason to withhold the information from 
disclosure. See id. § 552.303(e); Open Records Decision No. 319 (1982). A compelling 
reason exists when third-party interests are at stake or when information is confidential under 
other law. Open Records Decision No. 150 at 2 (1977). You assert the remaining requested 
information is excepted from disclosure under section 5 52.1 07( 1) of the Government Code 
and privileged under Texas Rule of Evidence 503. However, this exception and rule are 
discretionary in nature and may be waived, and, thus, do not provide compelling reasons to 
withhold information under section 552.302. See Gov't Code § 552.007; Open Records 
Decision Nos. 676 at 11 -12 (2002) (attorney-client privilege under Gov't Code§ 552.107 
or Texas Rule ofEvidence 503 constitutes compelling reason to withhold information under 
section 552.302 only if information's release would harm third party), 665 at 2 n.5 (2000) 
(discretionary exceptions generally), 663 at 5 (1999) (untimely request for decision resulted 
in waiver of discretionary exceptions). Thus, the city has waived its claims under 
section 552.1 07(1) of the Government Code and Texas Rule of Evidence 503 and may not 
withhold any of the information at issue on that basis. As you raise no further exceptions to 
disclosure, the city must release the remaining requested information. 

This letter ruling is limited to the particular information at issue in this request and limited 
to the facts as presented to us; therefore, this ruling must not be relied upon as a previous 
determination regarding any other information or any other circumstances. 

3This request for information is the subject of a complaint to this office, assigned ID# 509973. 
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This ruling triggers important deadlines regarding the rights and responsibilities of the 
governmental body and of the requestor. For more information concerning those rights 
and responsibilities, please visit our website at http://www.texasattorneygeneral.gov/open/ 
orl ruling info.shtml, or call the Office of the Attorney General's Open Government 
Hotline, toll free, at (877) 673-6839. Questions concerning the allowable charges for 
providing public information under the Act may be directed to the Office of the Attorney 
General, toll free, at (888) 672-6787. 

Sincerely, 
I f . 
0~~ L~~~ 

Jennifer Luttrall 
Assistant Attorney General 
Open Records Division 

JL/akg 

Ref: ID# 519527 

Enc. Submitted documents 

c: Requestor 
(w/o enclosures) 


