
April 16,2014 

ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS 
GREG ABBOTT 

Ms. Lillian Guillen Graham 
Assistant City Attorney 
City of Mesquite 
P.O. Box 850137 
Mesquite, Texas 75185-0137 

Dear Ms. Graham: 

OR2014-06278 

You ask whether certain information is subject to required public disclosure under the 
Public Information Act (the "Act"), chapter 552 ofthe Government Code. Your request was 
assigned ID# 519720. 

The City of Mesquite (the "city") received a request for a copy of a list and contact 
information for homeowner's associations and crime watches in the city. We understand you 
do not have information responsive to a portion of the request. 1 You claim portions of the 
submitted information are excepted from disclosure under sections 552.127 and 552.137 of 
the Government Code. We have considered the exceptions you claim and reviewed the 
submitted information. 

Section 552.127 of the Government Code excepts from disclosure information that 
"identifies a person as a participant in a neighborhood crime watch organization and relates 
to the name, home address, business address, home telephone number, or business telephone 
number of the person." Gov't Code § 552.127(a); see also id. § 552.127(b) (defining 
"neighborhood crime watch organization"). You indicate portions of the submitted 
information identify individuals who are members of a neighborhood crime watch 
organization. Upon review, we find the city must withhold the information you have 
marked, and the additional information we have marked, under section 552.127 of the 
Government Code. 

Section 552.137 of the Government Code excepts from disclosure "an e-mail address of a 
member of the public that is provided for the purpose of communicating electronically with 

1The Act does not require a governmental body to release information that did not exist when a request 
for information was received or to prepare new information in response to a request. See Econ. Opportunities 
Dev. Corp. v. Bustamante, 562 S.W.2d 266,267-68 (Tex. Civ. App.-San Antonio 1978, writ dism'd); Open 
Records Decision Nos. 605 at 2 (1992), 452 at 3 (1986), 362 at 2 ( 1983). 
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a governmental body" unless the member of the public consents to its release or the e-mail 
address is of a type specifically excluded by subsection (c). See id. § 552.13 7( a)-( c). 
Section 552.137 does not apply to a government employee's work e-mail address because 
such an address is not that of the employee as a "member of the public," but instead the 
address of the individual as a government employee. We note that one of the e-mail 
addresses you have marked is a governmental e-mail address that is not excepted under 
section 552.137. We have marked this e-mail address for release. The remaining e-mail 
addresses at issue are not excluded by subsection (c). Therefore, the city must withhold the 
remaining personal e-mail addresses you have marked under section 552.137 of the 
Government Code, unless the owners affirmatively consent to their public disclosure.2 

In summary, the city must withhold the information you have marked, and the additional 
information we have marked under section 552.127 of the Government Code. With the 
exception of the information we have marked for release, the city must withhold the 
remaining e-mail addresses you have marked under section 552.137 of the Government 
Code, unless the owners affirmatively consent to their disclosure. The city must release the 
remaining information. 

This letter ruling is limited to the particular information at issue in this request and limited 
to the facts as presented to us; therefore, this ruling must not be relied upon as a previous 
determination regarding any other information or any other circumstances. 

This ruling triggers important deadlines regarding the rights and responsibilities of the 
governmental body and of the requestor. For more information concerning those rights 
and responsibilities, please visit our website at http://www.texasattomevgeneral.gov/open/ 
orl ruling info.shtml, or call the Office of the Attorney General's Open Government 
Hotline, toll free, at (877) 673-6839. Questions concerning the allowable charges for 
providing public information under the Act may be directed to the Office of the Attorney 
General, toll free, at (888) 672-6787. 

Thana Hussaini 
Assistant Attorney General 
Open Records Division 

TH/dls 

20pen Records Decision No. 684 (2009) is a previous determination to all governmental bodies 
authorizing them to withhold ten categories of information, including e-mail addresses of members of the public 
under section 552.137 of the Government Code, without the necessity of requesting an attorney general 
decision. 
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Ref: ID# 519720 

Enc. Submitted documents 

c: Requestor 
(w/o enclosures) 


