
May 23,2014 

ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS 

GREG ABBOTT 

Ms. Savannah Gonzalez 
Assistant Criminal District Attorney 
Hidalgo County 
100 North Closner, Room 303 
Edinburg, Texas 78539 

Dear Ms. Gonzalez: 

OR2014-08931 

You ask whether certain information is subject to required public disclosure under the 
Public Information Act (the "Act"), chapter 552 ofthe Government Code. Your request was 
assigned ID# 524114. 

The Hidalgo County Sheriff's Office (the "sheriff's office") received a request for all returns, 
acknowledgments, receipts, and inventory lists resulting from federal agents or Texas 
Rangers executing search warrants at the sheriff's office or jail from a specified time period 
and copies of those search warrants. You claim that the submitted information is excepted 
from disclosure under section 552.107 ofthe Government Code. We have considered the 
exception you claim and reviewed the submitted information. 

We note the submitted information consists of court-filed documents subject to 
section 552.022 of the Government Code. Section 552.022(a) provides, in relevant part: 

(a) [T]he following categories of information are public information and not 
excepted from required disclosure unless made confidential under this 
chapter or other law: 

(17) information that is also contained in a public court record[.] 

POST OFFICE Box 12548, AUSTIN, TEXAS 78711-2548 TEL: (512) 463-2100 WWW.TEXASATTORNEYGENERAL.GOV 

An Equal Employment Opportunity Employer · Printed on Recycled Paper 

-

i 



Ms. Savannah Gonzalez - Page 2 

Gov't Code§ 552.022(a)(17). The information at issue consists of a search warrant, return, 
and custody receipt signed by a magistrate that are subject to section 552.022(a)(17). You 
seek to withhold this information under section 552.1 07(2) of the Government Code. 
Section 552.107(2) allows a governmental body to withhold information if "a court by 
order has prohibited disclosure of the information." !d. § 552.1 07(2). However, 
section 552.022(b) provides that a court may not order a governmental body to withhold 
from public inspection any category of information described by section (a) unless the 
category of information is expressly made confidential under the Act or other law. 
!d. § 552.022(b ). Because section 552.022(b) prohibits a court from ordering the 
withholding of documents subject to section 552.022, we conclude the sheriffs office may 
not withhold the magistrate-signed documents under section 552.1 07(2) of the Government 
Code. As you raise no further exceptions to disclosure, the submitted information must be 
released. 

This letter ruling is limited to the particular information at issue in this request and limited 
to the facts as presented to us; therefore, this ruling must not be relied upon as a previous 
determination regarding any other information or any other circumstances. 

This ruling triggers important deadlines regarding the rights and responsibilities of the 
governmental body and of the requestor. For more information concerning those rights 
and responsibilities, please visit our website at http://www.texasattorneygeneral.gov/open/ 
or! ruling info.shtml, or call the Office of the Attorney General's Open Government 
Hotline, toll free, at (877) 673-6839. Questions concerning the allowable charges for 
providing public information under the Act may be directed to the Office of the Attorney 
General, toll free, at (888) 672-6787. 

Sarah Casterline 
Assistant Attorney General 
Open Records Division 

SEC/bhf 

Ref: ID# 524114 

Enc. Submitted documents 

c: Requestor 
(w/o enclosures) 


