
June 24, 2015 

Ms. Tiffany Evans 
Assistant City Attorney 
Legal Department 
City of Houston 
P.O. Box 368 
Houston, Texas 77001-0368 

Dear Ms. Evans: 

KEN PAXTON 
ATTORNEY GENERA L O F TEXAS 

OR2015-12510 

You ask whether certain information is subject to required public disclosure under the 
Public Information Act (the "Act"), chapter 552 of the Government Code. Your request was 
assigned ID# 568485 (Houston GC No. 22261). 

The City of Houston (the "city") received a request for information pertaining to a named 
taxi driver and a specified company. You state the city will make some of the 
requested information available to the requester with redactions made pursuant to 
sections 552.130, 552.136, and 552.147 of the Government Code and Open Records 
Decision No. 684 (2009). 1 You claim the submitted information is excepted from disclosure 

1Section 552. I 30(c) of the Government Code allows a governmental body to redact the information 
described in subsection 552. I 30(a) without the necessity of seeking a decision from the attorney general. 
Gov 't Code§ 552. I 30(c). If a governmental body redacts such information, it must notify the requestor in 
accordance with section 552 . I 30(e). See id. § 552. I 30(d), (e). Section 552. I 36(c) of the Government Code 
authorizes a governmental body to redact, without the necessity of requesting a decision from this office, the 
information described in section 552 . I 36(b ). Id. § 552. I 36(c); see also id. § 552 . I 36(d)-(e) (requestor may 
appeal governmental body ' s decision to withhold information under section 552. 136( c) to attorney general and 
governmental body withholding information pursuant to section 552. I 36(c) must provide certain notice to 
requestor). Section 552.14 7(b) of the Government Code authorizes a governmental body to redact a living 
person ' s social security number from public release without the necessity of requesting a decision from this 
office under the Act. Id. § 552.14 7(b ). Open Records Decision No. 684 is a previous determination to all 
governmental bodies authorizing them to withhold specific categories of information without the necessity of 
requesting an attorney general decision. 
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under sections 552.101 , 552.130, and 552.147 of the Government Code.2 We have 
considered the exceptions you claim and reviewed the submitted information. 

Section 552.101 of the Government Code excepts from disclosure "information considered 
to be confidential by law, either constitutional, statutory, or by judicial decision." 
Gov' t Code § 552.101. This section encompasses information protected by other statutes, 
such as section l 324a of title 8 of the United States Code. Section l 324a provides an 
Employment Eligibility Verification Form 1-9 and "any information contained in or appended 
to such form, may not be used for purposes other than for enforcement of this chapter" and 
for enforcement of other federal statutes governing crime and criminal investigations. 
See 8 U.S.C. § 1324a(b)(5); see also 8 C.F.R. § 274a.2(b)(4). You contend some of the 
information you have marked is subject to section l 324a. To the extent the information we 
have marked consists of information contained in or appended to an I-9 form, the city must 
withhold the information we have marked under section 552.101 of the Government Code 
in conjunction with section l 324a. Conversely, to the extent the information we have 
marked is not information that is contained in or appended to an I-9 form, the city may not 
withhold the information we have marked under section 552.101 on that basis. The 
remaining information you have marked does not consist of an I-9 form or information 
contained in or appended to an I-9 form. Thus, the city may not withhold the remaining 
information you have marked under section 552.101 on that basis. 

Section 552.101 of the Government Code also encompasses section 22.27 of the Tax Code, 
which provides the following: 

(a) Rendition statements, real and personal property reports, attachments to 
those statements and reports, and other information the owner of property 
provides to the appraisal office in connection with the appraisal of the 
property, including income and expense information related to a property 
filed with an appraisal office and information voluntarily disclosed to an 
appraisal office or the comptroller about real or personal property sales prices 
after a promise it will be held confidential , are confidential and not open to 
public inspection. The statements and reports and the information they 
contain about specific real or personal property or a specific real or personal 
property owner and information voluntarily disclosed to an appraisal office 
about real or personal property sales prices after a promise it will be held 
confidential may not be disclosed to anyone other than an employee of the 
appraisal office who appraises property except as authorized by 
Subsection (b) of this section. 

2 Although you do not raise sections 552.130 and 552.14 7 of the Government Code in your brief, we 
understand you to assert these exceptions based on your markings. 
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Tax Code§ 22.27(a). You contend some of the remaining information consists of property 
tax information that is subject to section 22.27. However, you have not explained how the 
city constitutes an "appraisal office" for the purposes of section 22.27. Thus, we conclude 
the information at issue may not be withheld under section 552.101 in conjunction with 
section 22.27(a). 

Next, you assert the dates of birth in the remaining information are subject to common-law 
privacy. Section 552.101 of the Government Code also encompasses the doctrine of 
common-law privacy, which protects information that is ( 1) highly intimate or embarrassing, 
the publication of which would be highly objectionable to a reasonable person, and (2) not 
of legitimate concern to the public. Indus. Found. v. Tex. Indus. Accident Bd. , 540 
S.W.2d 668, 685 (Tex. 1976). To demonstrate the applicability of common-law privacy, 
both prongs of this test must be satisfied. Id. at 681-82. Types of information considered 
intimate or embarrassing by the Texas Supreme Court are delineated in Industrial 
Foundation. Id. at 683. We note, however, the dates of birth of members of the public are 
generally not highly intimate or embarrassing. See Open Records Decision No. 455 
at 7 ( 1987) (home addresses, telephone numbers, and dates of birth not protected under 
privacy). Upon review, we find you have failed to demonstrate the dates of birth at issue are 
highly intimate or embarrassing and not of legitimate public concern. Therefore, the city 
may not withhold the information at issue under section 552.101 on that basis. 

Section 552.130 of the Government Code provides information relating to a motor vehicle 
operator' s or driver' s license or permit, a motor vehicle title or registration, or a personal 
identification document issued by an agency of Texas or another state or country is excepted 
from public release. Gov ' t Code § 552.130(a). We conclude the city must withhold the 
information you have marked and the additional information we have marked under 
section 552.130. 

We note portions of the remaining information are subject to section 552.136 of the 
Government Code.3 Section 552.136 states, "Notwithstanding any other provision of this 
chapter, a credit card, debit card, charge card, or access device number that is collected, 
assembled, or maintained by or for a governmental body is confidential." Id. § 552.136(b ); 
see also id. § 552.136(a) (defining "access device"). Accordingly, the city must withhold the 
information we have marked under section 552.136. 

Section 552.13 7 of the Government Code excepts from disclosure "an e-mail address of a 
member of the public that is provided for the purpose of communicating electronically with 
a governmental body," unless the member of the public consents to its release or the e-mail 
address is of a type specifically excluded by subsection (c). Id. § 552.137(a)-(c). The e-mail 

3The Office of the Attorney General will raise mandatory exceptions on behalfofa govemmental body, 
but ordinarily will not raise other exceptions. See Open Records Decision Nos. 481 ( 1987), 480 ( 1987), 4 70 
( 1987). 
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addresses we have marked are not of the types specifically excluded by section 552.137(c). 
See id. § 552.137(c). Accordingly, the city must withhold the e-mail addresses we have 
marked under section 552.137 unless the owners of the addresses affirmatively consent to 
their release. 

Section 5 52 .14 7 of the Government Code excepts from disclosure the social security number 
of a living person. Id. § 552.14 7(a). Upon review, we find the city may withhold the social 
security numbers you have marked and the additional information we have marked under 
section 552.147. 

In summary, to the extent the information we have marked consists of information contained 
in or appended to an 1-9 form, the city must withhold the information we have marked under 
section 552.101 of the Government Code in conjunction with section 1324a oftitle 8 of the 
United States Code. The city must withhold the information you have marked and the 
additional information we have marked under section 552.130 of the Government Code. 
The city must withhold the information we have marked under section 552.136 of the 
Government Code. The city must withhold the e-mail addresses we have marked under 
section 552.137 of the Government Code unless the owners of the addresses affirmatively 
consent to their release. The city may withhold the social security numbers you have marked 
and the additional information we have marked under section 552.147 of the Government 
Code. The city must release the remaining information. 

This letter ruling is limited to the particular information at issue in this request and limited 
to the facts as presented to us; therefore, this ruling must not be relied upon as a previous 
determination regarding any other information or any other circumstances. 

This ruling triggers important deadlines regarding the rights and responsibilities of the 
governmental body and of the requestor. For more information concerning those rights 
and responsibilities, please visit our website at http://www.texasattorneygeneral.gov/open/ 
orl rul ing info.shtml, or call the Office of the Attorney General ' s Open Government 
Hotline, toll free, at (877) 673-6839. Questions concerning the allowable charges for 
providing public information under the Act may be directed to the Office of the Attorney 
General , toll free, at (888) 672-6787. 

61~ ?, 
Lindsay E. Hale~ #-l 
Assistant AttorneyW eral 
Open Records Division 

LEH/bhf 
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Ref: ID# 568485 

Enc. Submitted documents 

c: Requestor 
(w/o enclosures) 


