ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS

October 20, 2015

Mr. Robert Preisler

Legal Counsel

Harris County Appraisal District
P.O. Box 920975

Houston, Texas 77292

OR2015-22032
Dear Mr. Preisler:

You ask whether certain information is subject to required public disclosure under the
Public Information Act (the “Act”™), chapter 552 ot the Government Code. Your request was
assigned ID# 583801 (HCAD No. 15-3292).

The Harris County Appraisal District (the “district™) received a request for information
related to specified accounts for a specified time period.'! You claim the submitted
information is excepted from disclosure under sections 552.130 and 552.136 of the
Government Code. We have considered the exceptions you claim and reviewed the
submitted information.

Section 552.130 of the Government Code provides information relating to a motor vehicle
operator’s or driver’s license, motor vehicle title or registration. or personal identification
document issued by an agency of'this state or another state or country is excepted from public
release. Gov't Code § 552.130(a). We note section 552.130 protects privacy interests. In
this instance. the requestor may be the authorized representative of the owners of the vehicles

'"You state, and submit supporting documentation demonstrating, the district sought and received
clarification of the request for information. See Gov’t Code § 552.222(b) (stating if information requested is
unclear to governmental body or if large amount of information has been requested. governmental body may
ask requestor to clarify or narrow request, but may not inquire into purpose for which information will be used);
City of Dallas v. Abbott, 304 S.W .3d 380 (Tex. 2010) (holding when governmental entity, acting in good faith,
requests clarification of unclear or overbroad request for public information, ten-business-day period to request
attorney general opinion is measured from date request is clarified or narrowed).
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to which the information you have marked and we have marked pertain. If so. the requestor
has a right of access to this information pursuant to section 552.023 of the Government
Code. Seeid. § 552.023(a) (“person’s authorized representative has a special right of access,
beyond the right of the general public, to information held by a governmental body that
relates to the person and that is protected from public disclosure by laws intended to protect
that person’s privacy interests™); see Open Records Decision No. 481 at 4 (1987) (privacy
theories not implicated when individual requests information concerning himself).
Accordingly, if the requestor is the authorized representative of the owners of the vehicles
at issue, then he has a right of access to the information at issue pursuant to section 552.023.
and this information may not be withheld from him under section 552.130. If the requestor
is not the authorized representative of the owners of the vehicles at issue, then the district
must withhold the information you have marked and the additional information we have
marked under section 552.130 of the Government Code.

Section 552.136 of the Government Code states “[n]otwithstanding any other provision
of this chapter, a credit card, debit card, charge card, or access device number that is
collected, assembled, or maintained by or for a governmental body is confidential.”
Gov'tCode § 552.136(b). Section 552.136(a) defines “access device™ as ““a card, plate, code.
account number, personal identification number, electronic serial number. mobile
identification number, or other telecommunications service, equipment, or instrument
identifier or means of account access that alone or in conjunction with another access device
may be used to . . . obtain money. goods, services. or another thing of value [or] initiate
a transfer of funds other than a transfer originated solely by paper instrument.”
Id. § 552.136(a). You represent the iFile numbers in the submitted information can be used
to access confidential property information that is valuable to property owners and third
party professionals involved in the protests of property tax appraisals. Based on your
representations and our review, we agree the iFile numbers at issue are access device
numbers for purposes of section 552.136(a). Accordingly. the district must generally
withhold the iFile numbers you have marked under section 552.136(b) of the Government
Code.

However, as noted above, the requestor may be the authorized representative of the property
owners whose iFile numbers are at issue. If so, the requestor has a right of access to the iFile
numbers at issue pursuant to section 552.023 of the Government Code. See id. § 552.023(a):
ORD 481 at 4. Accordingly. if the requestor is the authorized representative of the
individuals whose iFile numbers are at issue, then he has a right of access to the information
at issue pursuant to section 552.023, and this information may not be withheld from him
under section 552.136. Ifthe requestor is not the authorized representative of the individuals
whose iFile numbers are at issue, then the district must withhold the iFile numbers you have
marked under section 552.136 of the Government Code.

In summary, if the requestor is not the authorized representative of the property owners at
issue, then the district must withhold the motor vehicle record information you have marked
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and the information we have marked under section 552.130 of the Government Code. If the
requestor is not the authorized representative of the individuals whose iFile numbers are at
issue, then the district must withhold the iFile numbers you have marked under
section 552.136 of the Government Code. The district must release the remaining
information.

This letter ruling is limited to the particular information at issue in this request and limited
to the facts as presented to us: therefore, this ruling must not be relied upon as a previous
determination regarding any other information or any other circumstances.

This ruling triggers important deadlines regarding the rights and responsibilities of the
governmental body and of the requestor. For more information concerning those rights
and responsibilities, please visit our website at http://www.texasattornevgeneral.gov/open/
orl_ruling_info.shtml, or call the Office of the Attorney General's Open Government
Hotline, toll free, at (877) 673-6839. Questions concerning the allowable charges for
providing public information under the Act may be directed to the Office of the Attorney
General. toll free. at (888) 672-6787.

Sincerely,
Mili Gosar

Assistant Attorney General
Open Records Division

MG/akg
Ref: ID# 583801
Enc. Submitted documents

c: Requestor
(w/o enclosures)



