
KEN PAXTON 
ATTORN EY GENERAL O F TEXAS 

October 21 , 2015 

Mr. Ronn P. Garcia 
Counsel for O'Donnell Independent School District 
Underwood Attorneys at Law 
P.O. Box 16197 
Lubbock, Texas79490 

Dear Mr. Garcia: 

OR2015-22122 

You ask whether certain information is subject to required public disclosure under the 
Public Information Act (the "Act"), chapter 552 of the Government Code. Your request was 
assigned ID# 587541. 

The O'Donnell Independent School District (the "district"), which you represent, received 
a request for documents received from the Lynn County Sheriff's Office (the "sheriff's 
office") concerning two named individuals. You claim the submitted information is 
excepted from disclosure under section 552.101 of the Government Code. We have 
considered the exception you claim and reviewed the submitted information. 

Section 552.101 of the Government Code excepts from disclosure "information considered 
to be confidential by law, either constitutional , statutory, or by judicial decision.' ' Gov ' t 
Code§ 552.101. Section 552.101 of the Government Code encompasses article 15.27 of the 
Code of Criminal Procedure, which provides in pertinent part: 

(a) A law enforcement agency that arrests any person or refers a child to the 
office or official designated by the juvenile board who the agency believes is 
enrolled as a student in a public primary or secondary school , for an offense 
listed in Subsection (h), shall attempt to ascertain whether the person is so 
enrolled. If the law enforcement agency ascertains that the individual is 
enrolled as a student in a public primary or secondary school , the head of the 
agency or a person designated by the head of the agency shall orally notify the 
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superintendent or a person designated by the superintendent in the school 
district in which the student is enrolled of that arrest or referral within 24 
hours after the arrest or referral is made, or before the next school day, 
whichever is earlier. If the law enforcement agency cannot ascertain whether 
the individual is enrolled as a student, the head of the agency or a person 
designated by the head of the agency shall orally notify the superintendent or 
a person designated by the superintendent in the school district in which the 
student is believed to be enrolled of that arrest or detention within 24 hours 
after the arrest or detention, or before the next school day, whichever is 
earlier. If the individual is a student, the superintendent or the 
superintendent's designee shall immediately notify all instructional and 
support personnel who have responsibility for supervision of the student. All 
personnel shall keep the information received in this subsection confidential. 
The State Board of Educator Certification may revoke or suspend the 
certification of personnel who intentionally violate this subsection. Within 
seven days after the date the oral notice is given, the head of the law 
enforcement agency or the person designated by the head of the agency shall 
mail written notification, marked "PERSONAL and CONFIDENTIAL" on 
the mailing envelope, to the superintendent or the person designated by the 
superintendent. 

(f) A person who receives information under this article may not disclose the 
information except as specifically authorized by this article. A person who 
intentionally violates this article commits an offense. An offense under this 
subsection is a Class C misdemeanor. 

Crim. Proc. Code art. 15.27(a), (f). You state the submitted information was provided to the 
district by the sheriffs office in accordance with article 15.27 of the Code of Criminal 
Procedure. It appears from the submitted information that the information at issue is 
maintained by the appropriate school personnel , and the requestor in this matter is a private 
citizen and is not authorized under article 15.27 to receive a copy of the documents at issue. 
Because articles l 5.27(a) and l 5.27(f) make information confidential in the hands of school 
personnel who receive the information pursuant to article 15.27(a), we agree the district must 
withhold the submitted information under section 552. l 01 of the Government Code in 
conjunction with article 15 .27 of the Code of Criminal Procedure. 

This letter ruling is limited to the particular information at issue in this request and limited 
to the facts as presented to us; therefore, this ruling must not be relied upon as a previous 
determination regarding any other information or any other circumstances. 
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This ruling triggers important deadlines regarding the rights and responsibilities of the 
governmental body and of the requestor. For more information concerning those rights 
and responsibilities, please visit our website at http: //www.texasattorneygeneral.gov/open/ 
orl ruling info.shtml , or call the Office of the Attorney General ' s Open Government 
Hotline, toll free, at (877) 673-6839. Questions concerning the allowable charges for 
providing public information under the Act may be directed to the Office of the Attorney 
General , toll free, at (888) 672-6787. 

BB/akg 

Ref: ID# 587541 

Enc. Submitted documents 

c: Requestor 
(w/o enclosures) 


