
December 14, 2015 

Mr. Shane Brilton 
J~rown Colll1ty Attorney 
200 South BroadV11ay 
Brownv..'ood, Texas 76801 

Dear Mr. Britton: 

KE"1 PAXTON 
ATTORNEY Gli:-:El\AL Ol' 'I FXAS 

OR2015·26160 

You ask whether certain information is subject to required public disclosure under tl1e 
Public Information Act (the "Act"), chapter 552 of the Government (~ode. Your request was 
assigned !Dll 590597. 

1'hc Bro\vn c:ounty Judge's Office (the "judge's office") received a request for information 
pertaining to a specified request fOr proposals. You claim the submitted information is 
excepted from disclosure under section 552.104 of the (i-ovcrnment Code. \Ve have 
considered the exception you claim and revie\vcd the submitted information, a portion of 
\Vhich consists of a rcprese11tativc sample. 1 

Section 552. l04(a) of the (Jovenuncnt Code excepts from disclosure "information that, if 
released, would give advantage to a competitor or bidder." Gov't Code§ 552.104(a). The 
"test under section 552.104 is \vhether knoVv·ing another bidder's [or competitor's 
information 1 would be an advantage, not whether it \vould be a dccisiVc advantage." Boeing 
c:o. v. Paxton, 466 S.\\1.3d 831 ('l'cx. 2015). You represent the submitted information 
pertains to a competitive bidding situation. Jn addition, you state no co11tract bas been 
awarded and negotiations have not begun. After review of the information at issue and 
consideration of the arguments, \VC find the judge's office has established the release of the 

1 We assume the representative sarnple of records sub1nitted to this otTice is truly representative of the 
requested records as a \\-'hole. See Open Records Decision Nos. tl99 ( l 988), 497 (1988). ·rhis open records 
letter docs not reach, and therefore does not authorize the \Vithholding of, any other requested records to the 
extent that those records contain substantially different types of infonnation than that submitted to this ol'fice. 
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information at issue would give advantage to a competitor or bidder. Thus, \VC conclude the 
_judge's office may withhold the submitted information under section 552.104(a). 

This letter ruling is limited to the particular information at issue in this request and limited 
to the facts as presented to us; therefore, this ruling must not be relied upon as a previous 
determination regarding any other information or any other circumstances. 

This ruling triggers importa11t deadlines regarding the rights and responsibilities of the 
governmental body and of the rcquestor. For more information concerning those rights 
and responsibilities, please visit our \vebsite at [lJJn.://\vvvw.texasa!!QJD.~Vgcncral.Qov/open/ 
or] ruling info.shtn11, or call the Office of the Attorney General's Open Government 
Hotline, toll free, at (877) 673-6839. Questions concerning the allowable charges for 
providing public information under the Act may be directed to the Office of the Attorney 
General, toll free, at (888) 672-6787. 

~iocerely, 

'(J \ < ~ 
,--}1 :;._,__ 7-;y-' I ·~ ~ • J () _,!--/ 
Paige Thorn "' .../' J\ssista~~ey General 
()pen Records fJivision 

PT/dls 

Ref: ID# 590597 

Enc. Submitted documents 

c: Requcstor 
(w/o er1closurcs) 


