
December 16, 2015 

Ms. Cari Bernstein 
Assistant (Jeneral Counsel 

KE~ PAXTO:'\ 
A'l rOR:\FY GL>:ERAI. Ol 'J'EXAS 

Texas Department of Public Safety 
P.O. Box 4087 
Austin, 'J"cxas 78773-0001 

l)ear Ms. Bernstein: 

OR2015-26465 

You ask vvl1cthcr certain information is subject to required public disclosure under the 
Public Information Act (the "Act"), chapter 552 of the Government Code. Your request vvas 
assigned lD# 590910 (!JPS PTR # 15-4930). 

The 'l"cxas l)cpartment of Public Safety (the "department") received a request for information 
pertaining to lla}'S (~ounty' residents v-iho recei·vcd reimbursements from the fedefal 
Emergency Management Agency ("FEM1\") in relation to a specified flood event. You 
claim the submitted information is excepted from disclosure under section 552.101 of the 
(Jovemment C:ode. We have considered the exception )iOU claim and reviewed the submitted 
information. 

Section 552.101 of the (JO\'emment Code excepts from disclosure "information considered 
to be confidential by· la\\', either constitutional, statutory, or by judicial decision." (Jov't 
c:odc § 552. l 0 l. 'l'his section encompasses iniOrmation protected by other statutes, such as 
section 552a of title 5 of the UniteLl States c:ode, also knov,'n as the Federal Pri\1acy ,<\ct. V./e 
note that this office has stated in numerous opinions tl1at information in the possession of a 
go\1ern1nental body of the State of ·rexas is not confidential or excepted 1fom disclosure 
merely because the san1e inforn1ation is or \'>'ould be confidential in the hands of a federal 
agency. ,t:;ee, e.g., Attorney General Opinion M\\l-95 (1979) (concluding that neither the 
federal Freedom of Information Act nor the federal l)rivacy Act applies to records held by 
state or local gov·crnmental bodies in Texas). Hov,'ever, this office has also held that 
section 552.101 requires a local governmental entity that has obtaineLl infOrmation from a 
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federal agency to respect confidc11tiality imposed on the inronnation by federal lav.i. ,)ee 
Open Records J)ecision :t\o. 561 (1990). 

The Pri\1aC)' Act provides in part "LnJo lfcderalJ agency shall disclose any record which is 
contai11ed in a S)'Stern of records by any means of communication to any person, or to another 
agency, except pursuant to a \Vritten request by, or \vith the prior written consent of~ the 
indi\1idual to V.'hom the record pertains, unless disclosure would be" allowed by one of 
t\vclvc enumerated exceptions. 5 LT.S.c:. § 552a(b). 

You state the information at isslle pertains to the Hazard .:Vlitigation Grant Program, Puhlic 
Assistance Program, Individual Assistance Program, and Other Needs Assistance Program 
(collectively·, "the programs"), \Vhich arc federal benefi.t programs. You state the departrnent 
has an agreemertt \Vith FE~/~ to ad1ninister the programs. You explain the department 
recci\1cd and maintains the submitted informatio11 due to its participation in the programs, 
and pursuant to your agreement v.cith FE\1A, the department is required to maintain the 
privacy of this information pursuant to the Privacy Act. \l./e therefore iind the s11bmitted 
information is confidential pursuant to the Privacy Act. Release of the submitted information 
in response to the present request v.1ould not be a release in accordance with the exceptions 
to the Pri vaC)' Act. Therefore, the submitted information must be withheld under 
section 552.10 l of the Government C:odc in conjunction v.1ith federal la\\'. 

This letter ruling is limited to the particular information at issue in this request and limited 
to the facts as presented to us; therefore, this ruling must not be relied upon as a previous 
detennination regarding any other information or any other circumstances. 

·rhis ruling triggers important deadlines rcgardi11g the rights and responsibilities of the 
go\'crnmental body and of the requestor. for more information concerning those rights 
and responsibilities, please visit our website at http:/;\vvvvv.tcxasattorncvgcncral .~ov/o_pen/ 
or! ru!i1u2 info.shtrnl, or call the 011ice of the Attorney General's ()pen Government 
1-Iotlinc, toll free, at (877) 673-6839. Questions concerning the allovvable cl1arges for 
providing public information under the Act may be directed to the Office of the Attorne)' 
General, loll free, al (888) 672-6787. 

"·: / f, 11v,1r 
.Jc nifCr I ,uttrall 
Assistant Attome)· Cieneral 
Open llecords I)ivision 

JL/akg 
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Ref: ID# 590910 

Enc. Submitted documents 

c: Rcqucstor 
(\.v/o enclosures) 


