
J)cccmber 16, 2015 

Mr. \VT. Montgomery Mcitlcr 
Senior t:ounscl 
Office of Legal Services 
Texas Educatio11 Agency 
1701 :t'\orth Congress Avenue 
Austin, Texas 78701-1494 

Dear :vir. Meitler: 

KEN PAXTON 

OR2015·26475 

You ask vvhether certain information is subject to required public disclosure under the 
Public Information Act (the "Act"), chapter 552 of the U-o\'Crruncnt Code. Your request was 
assigned Ill# 590970 (TEA P!Rii 25502). 

The cl'cxas b:ducation Agency (the "agency") received a request for (I) all appeal letters 
submitted to the agency from school districts and open-enrollment charter schools relating 
to the appeal of their 2015 prcli1ninary academic and financial accountability ratings, and 
(2) a list containing the name, title, and business address of each person assigned by the 
commissioner to serve on each ratings re\ric\v committee. You state you \vill release some 
information to the requestor. You claim the remaining requested information is excepted 
Crom disclosure u11der section 552.116 of the Go\1crn1ncnt Code. We have considered the 
exception )'OU claim and rc\1iewed the submitted representati\1e sample of information. 1 

Section 552.116 of the Government (~ode provides the follo\ving: 

1 \Ve assume that the "representative sarnplc" of records suh1nittcd to Lhis office is truly representative 
of the requested records as a \vhole. See Open Records Decision >Jos. 499 ( 1988), 497 (1988). This open 
records letter does not reach, and therefore docs not authori;rc the v-1ithholding of, any other requested records 
lo the extent that those records contain substantially different types ofiu!Ormation than that ~ubmitted to this 
office. 
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(a) An audit working paper of an audit of the state auditor or the auditor of 
a state agency, an institution of higher education as defined by 
Section 61.003, Education Code, a county, a municipality, a school district, 
a hospital district, or a joint board operating under Section 22.074, 
Transportation Code, including any audit relating to the criminal history 
background check of a public school employee, is excepted from [required 
public disclosure]. If information in an audit working paper is also 
maintained in another record, that other record is not excepted from [public 
disclosure] by this section. 

(b) In this section: 

(1) "Audit" means an audit authorized or required by a statute of this 
state or the Lnited States, the charter or an ordinance of a 
municipality, an order of the commissioners court of a county, the 
byla\.VS adopted by or other action of the governing board of a hospital 
district, a resolution or other action of a board of trustees of a school 
district, including an audit by the district relating to the criminal 
history background check of a public school employee, or a resolution 
or other action of a joint board described by Subsection (a) and 
includes an investigation. 

(2) "Audit working paper" includes all information, documentary or 
otherwise, prepared or maintained in conducting an audit or preparing 
an audit report, including: 

(A) intra-agency and interagency com1nunications; and 

(B) drafts of the audit report or portions of those drafts. 

Gov't Code § 552.116. The agency states the submitted information consists of audit 
working papers prepared or maintained by the agency's Division of Financial Compliance. 
The agency explains these audits are authorized by sections 39.051 and 39.052 of tl1e 
Education Code . . )ee Educ. Code § 39.051 (commissioner of educatio11 by rule shall 
determine criteria for accreditation statuses of accredited, accredited-warned, and accredited 
probation); see also id.§ 39.052(a), (b)(l)-(2) (commissioner of education shall annually 
determine accreditation status of school districts and shall assign accreditation status or 
revoke accreditation and order closure of district). Upon re\1ie\.'\I·, we agree section 552.116 
is applicable in this instance. Therefore, the agency 1nay withhold the submitted i11formation 
under section 552.116 of the Government Code. 
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]'his letter ruling is limited to the particular information at issue in this request and limited 
to t11c !'acts as presented to us; therefore, this ruling must not be relied upon as a previous 
determination regarding any other infi)rmation or any other circumstances. 

·rhis ruling triggers important deadlines regarding the rights a11d responsibilities of the 
governmental body and of the requestor. For 1norc information concerning those rights 
and rcspo11sibilitics, please visit our \Vcbsitc at http://v.'V.'\V.tcxasattorne\'gcncral.~o\:/opcn/ 
orl_ ruling_ info.shtn1l, or call the ()ffice of the Attorney C-J-cncral's Open Government 
Hotline, toll free, at (877) 673-6839. Questions concerning the allo\vable charges for 
pro\riding public in10nnation under the Act may be directed to the ()ffice of the Attorney 
Clencral, toll free, at (888) 672-6787. 

Sincerely, 

Q¥T~ 
Abigail ·r. Adams 
Assistant ;'\ttorncy C_Te11eral 
Open J{ccords Division 

ATA/akg 

Ref: !Dii 5911970 

Enc. Su b1nittcd documents 

c: Rcquestor 
(w/o enclosures) 


