
December 17, 2015 

Ms. J,aurcn Studdard 
StaiT AttornC)' 

KEN Pi\XTO;\; 
AT"l'()!l:-.:EY Gh>:LRAI or TEXAS 

State Board ofl)cntal Examiners 
333 Guadalupe, To\.\-·er 3, SlLite 800 
Austin, crcxas 78701-3942 

i)car Ms. Studdard: 

OR2015-26631 

You ask v.i·hether certain information is subject to required public disclosure under the 
Public Information Act (the "Act"), chapter 552 of the C:Jovemment Code. Your request \.Vas 
assigned ID# 592342. 

·rhc ·rcxas State Board ofDental Examiners (the "board") received a request for all available 
records related to a specified complaint and in\rcstigation. You state the board released some 
information. You claim the submitted information is excepted from disclosure under 
section 552.101 of the Government e_:ode. 'Y./c have considered the exception )rou claim and 
reviewed the submitted representative sample of in10rmation. 1 

Section 552. J 0 J of the Government Code excepts from disclosure "information considered 
to be confidential by law, either constitutional, statutory, or by judicial decision.'' Crov't 
Code§ 552.10 I. '!'his section encompasses section 254.006 of the Occupations Code, \Vhich 
reads as follo\\<'S: 

' \Ve assume the "representative sample" or reeord5 submitted to this office is truly representative of 
the requested records as a \•,:hole. See Open Records [)ecision Nos. 499 (1988), 497 (1988). This open records 
letter does not reach, and therefore docs not authorize the V>'lthholding of, any other requested records to the 
extent those records contain substantially different types of information than that subn1itted to this office. 
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(a) Except as provided by this section, lhe investigation files and other 
records of the board are public records and open to inspection at reasonable 
times. 

(b) Jn\'cstigation files and other records are confidential, except the board 
shall inform the license holder of the specilic allegations against the license 
holder. The board may share investigation files and other records \\7ith 
another state regulatory agency or a local, state, or federal law enforcement 
agency. 

(c) 'rhc exception frorn public disclosure of investigation files and records 
providecl by this section docs not apply to the disclosure of a disciplinary 
action of the board, includir1g: 

( 1) the revocation or suspension of a license; 

(2) the imposition of a fine on a license holder; 

(3) the placement on probation \Vith conditions of a licc11sc holder 
\\'hose license has been suspended; 

( 4) the rcpri1ncmd of a license holder; or 

(5) the issuance of a \Varning letter to a license holder. 

Occ. c:odc § 254.006. The board states the submitted information consists of the 
investigative file pertaining to allegations that a 'f'exas dental laboratory violated the rules 
a11d lay.,·s regulating the operation of a dental laboratory. The hoard also states the requested 
inforrnation pertains to a disciplinary action of 1l1e board listed in section 254.006(c), 
specificall)' an agreed scttle1ncnt order that issued a sanction against the dental laboratory at 
issue; however, the board states it provided a copy of the order to the rcqucstor. S'ee id. 
§ 254.006(c). l~ascd on these representations, we conclude the submitted information is 
confidential under section 254.006(b) of the Occt1pations c:odc. '['bus, the board m11st 
\vithholrl the submitted information l1ncler section 552.101 of the Government Code in 
conjunction with section 254.006(b) of the Occupations c:odc. 

'The board also asks this office to iss11c a prc\'ious determination that \Vould permit the board 
to \Vithhold in\restigation 1iles under sectio11552. l 01 of the (_lovcrnmcnt c:odc in conjunction 
\Vith section 254.006(b) of tl1e Occupatio11s Code \\i.thout the necessity of requesting a 
decision under section 552.30 l of the Govemmenl Code. We decline to issue such a 
previous determination al this time. Accordir1gl)', tl1is letter ruling is limited to the particular 
information at issue in this request and limited to the facts as presented to us; therefore, this 
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ruling ffillSt not be relied upon as a previous determination regarding any other information 
or any other circurnstanccs. 

This ruling triggers important deaJli11es regarding the rights and responsibilities of the 
go11crnmcntal body· and of the requestor. For more information concerning those rights 
and responsibilities, please visit our \Vebsite at http:/.\,\'\.\.'\.\.'.texasa11on1evgeneral.gov/ope1L/ 
9_1:1. ruling info.shtml, or call the 01lice of the 1\ttorney General's Open Government 
llotline, toll free, at (877) 673-6839. Questions concerning the allo\vable charges for 
providing public information under the Act may' be directed to the OJ'fice of the Attorney 
General, loll free, al (888) 672-6787. 

Sincerely, 

'~ 
Meaga11 J. Conway' 
Assista11t 1\ttor11ey General 
()pen H .. ccords Di·vision 

MJC/bw 

Ref: ID# 592342 

J~:nc. Submitted documents 

c: Rcqucstor 
(v-n'o ei1closurcs) 


