
KEN PAXTON 
ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS 

February 23, 2016 

Mr. Nick Lealos 
Assistant General Counsel 
Texas Department of Public Safety 
P.O. Box 4087 
Austin, Texas 78773-0001 

Dear Mr. Lealos: 

OR2016-04294 

You ask whether certain information is subject to required public disclosure under the 
Public Information Act (the "Act"), chapter 552 of the Government Code. Your request was 
assigned ID# 599572 (DPS PIR #15-6087). 

The Texas Department of Public Safety (the "department") received a request for all daily 
open source Mexico news and analysis reports issued by the Border Security Operations 
Center from September 1, 2015 to the date of the request. You state you have released some 
information with redactions pursuant to Open Records Decision No. 684 (2009). 1 You claim 
portions of the submitted information are excepted from disclosure under 
sections 552.101, 552.108, 552.119, and 552.152 of the Government Code. We have 
considered the exceptions you claim and reviewed the submitted information. 

Section 552.101 of the Government Code excepts from disclosure "information considered 
to be confidential by law, either constitutional, statutory, or by judicial decision." Gov't 
Code§ 552.101. Section 552.101 encompasses section 58.007 of the Family Code, which 
provides in relevant part: 

10pen Records Decision No. 684 is a previous determination to all governmental bodies authorizing 
them to withhold certain information, including an e-mail address of a member of the public under 
section 552.137 of the Government Code, without the necessity ofrequesting an attorney general decision. 
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( c) Except as provided by Subsection ( d), law enforcement records and files 
concerning a child and information stored, by electronic means or otherwise, 
concerning the child from which a record or file could be generated may not 
be disclosed to the public and shall be: 

( 1) if maintained on paper or microfilm, kept separate from adult files 
and records; 

(2) if maintained electronically in the same computer system as 
records or files relating to adults, be accessible under controls that are 
separate and distinct from controls to access electronic data 
concerning adults; and 

(3) maintained on a local basis only and not sent to a central state or 
federal depository, except as provided by Subchapters B, D, and E. 

Fam. Code§ 58.007(c). Section 58.007(c) is applicable to records of juvenile delinquent 
conduct or conduct indicating a need for supervision that occurred on or after 
September 1, 1997. See id. § 51.03(a)-(b) (defining "delinquent conduct" and "conduct 
indicating a need for supervision" for purposes of section 58.007). For purposes of 
section 58.007(c), "child" means a person who is ten years of age or older and under 
seventeen years of age at the time of the reported conduct. See id. § 51.02(2). Upon review, 
we agree some of the submitted information, which we have marked, involves delinquent 
conduct or conduct indicating a need for supervision that occurred after September 1, 1997. 
However, we are unable to determine the ages of the offenders at issue. Therefore, we must 
rule conditionally. If any of the offenders was ten years of age or older and under seventeen 
years of age at the time of the conduct at issue, then the department must withhold the 
information we have marked under section 552.101 of the Government Code in conjunction 
with section 58.007(c) of the Family Code. However, if none of the offenders were ten years 
of age or older or under seventeen years of age at the time of the conduct, then the 
department may not withhold the marked information under section 552. l 01 of the 
Government Code in conjunction with section 58.007 of the Family Code. 

Section 552.108(b)(l) of the Government Code excepts from disclosure "[a]n internal record 
or notation of a law enforcement agency or prosecutor that is maintained for internal use in 
matters relating to law enforcement or prosecution ... if ... release of the internal record or 
notation would interfere with law enforcement or prosecution[.]" Gov't Code 
§ 552.108(b)(l); see City of Fort Worth v. Cornyn, 86 S.W.3d at 327 (Gov't Code 
§ 552.108(b)(l) protects information that, if released, would permit private citizens to 
anticipate weaknesses in police department, avoid detection, jeopardize officer safety, and 
generally undermine police efforts to effectuate state laws). The statutory predecessor to 
section 552.108(b )( 1) protected information that would reveal law enforcement techniques. 
See, e.g., Open Records Decision Nos. 531 (1989) (detailed use of force guidelines), 456 
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(1987) (information regarding location of off-duty police officers), 413 ( 1984) (sketch 
showing security measures to be used at next execution). The statutory predecessor to 
section 552.108(b )(1) was not applicable to generally known policies and procedures. 
See, e.g. , Open Records Decision Nos. 531 at 2-3 (Penal Code provisions, common-law 
rules, and constitutional limitations on use of force not protected), 252 at 3 ( 1980) 
(governmental body failed to indicate why investigative procedures and techniques requested 
were any different from those commonly known). 

The department seeks to withhold the number of cameras used in Operation Drawbridge. 
The department states revealing this information "would provide wrong-doers, drug 
traffickers, and criminals with invaluable information concerning the interception of people 
or drugs illegally crossing the border." Upon review, we find the department has 
demonstrated release of the information we have marked would interfere with law 
enforcement. Thus, the department may withhold the information we have marked under 
section 552.108(b)(l) of the Government Code. 

Section 552.152 of the Government Code provides: 

Information in the custody of a governmental body that relates to an 
employee or officer of the governmental body is excepted from [required 
public disclosure] if, under the specific circumstances pertaining to the 
employee or officer, disclosure of the information would subject the 
employee or officer to a substantial threat of physical harm. 

Gov't Code§ 552.152. You state the peace officer depicted in the submitted information is 
performing duties along the border between Texas and Mexico, including interdiction, 
surveillance, and law enforcement. You state the officer is frequently exposed to criminal 
exploitations and dangerous situations and release of the information at issue could 
jeopardize the operational security of the program as a whole, and particularly, the safety of 
the officer, by revealing the specific identity of the officer, as well as techniques, tactics, and 
protocols for combating crime on the border. Based on your representations and our review, 
we agree the department must withhold the information we have marked under 
section 552.152 of the Government Code.2 

In summary, if any of the offenders was ten years of age or older and under seventeen years 
of age at the time of the conduct at issue, then the department must withhold the info1mation 
we have marked under section 552.101 of the Government Code in conjunction with 
section 58.007(c) of the Family Code. The department may withhold the information we 
have marked under section 552.108(b)(l) of the Government Code. The department must 

2As our ruling is dispositive, we need not address your remaining arguments against disclosure. 
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withhold the information we have marked under section 552.152 of the Government Code. 
The department must release the remaining information. 

This letter ruling is limited to the particular information at issue in this request and limited 
to the facts as presented to us; therefore, this ruling must not be relied upon as a previous 
determination regarding any other information or any other circumstances. 

This ruling triggers important deadlines regarding the rights and responsibilities of the 
governmental body and of the requestor. For more information concerning those rights 
and responsibilities, please visit our website at http://wvvw.texasattornevgeneral.gov/open/ 
orl ruling info.shtml, or call the Office of the Attorney General ' s Open Government 
Hotline, toll free, at (877) 673-6839. Questions concerning the allowable charges for 
providing public information under the Act may be directed to the Office of the Attorney 
Gen.eral, toll free, at (888) 672-6787. 

Assistant Attorney General 
Open Records Division 

TH/som 

Ref: ID# 599572 

Enc. Submitted documents 

c: Requestor 
(w/o enclosures) 


