
April 7, 2016 

Ms. Kristie L. Lewis 
Staff Attorney 
Houston Police Department 
1200 Travis, 21st Floor 
Houston, Texas 77002-6000 

Dear Ms. Lewis: 

KEN PAXTON 
ATTORNL\' G EN U U\L OF TEXA S 

OR2016-07803 

You ask whether certain information is subject to required public disclosure under the 
Public Information Act (the "Act"), chapter 552 of the Government Code. Your request was 
assigned ID# 604960 (OR No. 16-05441). 

The Houston Police Department (the "department") received a request for the permit or 
license number of a named entity and all reports, pictures, or other documentation relating 
to certain transactions made between the named entity and a named individual. You claim 
the submitted information is excepted from disclosure under section 552.101 of the 
Government Code.1 We have considered the exception you claim and reviewed the 
submitted information. 

Section 552.101 of the Government Code excepts from disclosure "information considered 
to be confidential by law, either constitutional, statutory, or by judicial decision." 
Gov't Code§ 552.101. This section encompasses information protected by other statutes, 
such as section 371.206 of the Finance Code. Section 371.206 reads as follows: 

1We note the department did not comply with section 552.30 I of the Government Code in requesting 
this decision. See Gov' t Code § 552.30 I (e). Nonetheless, because section 552.10 I of the Government Code 
can provide a compelling reason to overcome the presumption of openness, we will consider its applicability 
to the submitted information. See id. §§ 552.007, .302, .352. 
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Information obtained during an examination or inspection authorized by this 
subchapter is confidential and privileged except for use by the [consumer 
credit] commissioner or in a criminal investigation or prosecution. 

Fin. Code § 371.206. Additionally, section 371.204 of the Finance Code requires a 
pawnbroker to allow a peace officer to inspect the pawnbroker's books, accounts, papers, 
correspondence, or other records that relate to the business of the pawnbroker at any 
reasonable time without judicial writ or other process. See id. § 371.204. Upon review, 
we find the department has failed to demonstrate the information at issue was acquired 
from an examination or inspection of a pawn shop. Accordingly, we conclude the 
submitted information is not confidential pursuant to section 371.206 of the Finance Code 
and the department may not withhold any portion of the submitted information under 
section 552.101 of the Government Code in conjunction with section 371.206 of the Finance 
Code. 

Section 552.101 of the Government Code also encompasses section 560.003 of the 
Government Code, which provides that "[a] biometric identifier in the possession of a 
governmental body is exempt from disclosure under [the Act]." See Gov't Code§ 560.003; 
see also id. §§ 560.001 (1) (defining "biometric identifier" to include fingerprints) , .002(1 )(A) 
(governmental body may not sell, lease, or otherwise disclose individual ' s biometric 
identifier to another person unless individual consents to disclosure). Upon review, we find 
the fingerprints we have marked constitute biometric identifiers for purposes of 
section 560.003 of the Government Code. Accordingly, the department must withhold the 
marked fingerprints under section 552.101 in conjunction with section 560.003 of the 
Government Code. 

Section 552.130 of the Government Code provides information relating to a motor vehicle 
operator's license, driver' s license, motor vehicle title or registration, or a personal 
identification document issued by an agency of this state or another state or country is 
excepted from public release. 2 Gov 't Code § 5 52.130. Upon review, we find the department 
must withhold the motor vehicle record information we have marked under section 552.130 
of the Government Code. 

In summary, the department must withhold the fingerprints we have marked under 
section 552.101 in conjunction with section 560.003 of the Government Code. The 
department must withhold the information we have marked under section 552.130 of the 
Government Code. The department must release the remaining information. 

2The Office of the Attorney General will raise a mandatory exception on behalf of a governmental 
body but ordinarily will not raise other exceptions. See Open Records Decision Nos. 481 ( 1987), 480 ( 1987), 
470 (1987). 
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This letter ruling is limited to the particular information at issue in this request and limited 
to the facts as presented to us; therefore, this ruling must not be relied upon as a previous 
determination regarding any other information or any other circumstances. 

This ruling triggers important deadlines regarding the rights and responsibilities of the 
governmental body and of the requestor. For more information concerning those rights 
and responsibilities, please visit our website at http://www.texasattomevgeneral.gov/open/ 
orl ruling info.shtml, or call the Office of the Attorney General ' s Open Government 
Hotline, toll free, at (877) 673-6839. Questions concerning the allowable charges for 
providing public information under the Act may be directed to the Office of the Attorney 
General, toll free, at (888) 672-6787. 

Sincerely, 

B~~am~ 
Assistant Attorney General 
Open Records Division 

BR/bhf 

Ref: ID# 604960 

Enc. Submitted documents 

c: Requestor 
(w/o enclosures) 


