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Jenuary 10, 1939

Mr. R. A. MoElrath
Auditor

Cooke County
Gainesville, Texas

Dear Mr. McElrath: Opinion No. 09.
Re: Registration of out of
State Motor Vehiocles

Your letter of December 29, 1938, addressed to the Ate
torney General of Texas has been referred to the writer for at-
tention. The pertinent portions of your letter are as follows:

"I understand that the Schlumberger Well Survey-
ing Corporation 1s a Texas corporation with its prin-
oipal offioe in Houston, Texas, maintaining garages
in verious places ln Texas, and mainteining in Texas
e total of rifty~rive truoks bdearing Texas lioenses.

"This company has one or more trucks permaneantly
located at Ardmore, Oklahomz, licensed and used in that
State. Oocasionally ths truck or trucks in question
are used in some other Stats where sald company has no
truck available at the moment, and recently said com-

- pany had oocaslon to so use the Ardmore truck in Cooke
County, Texas. 1 understand 1t has been used several
times in Cooke County, Texas, and on & recent occasion
the logal Highway Traffic Offiocer demarded reglstration
of the truck in Texas,

"Tage 118 of the 1937 compiled State Highway Come
mission of Texas Laws Relating to Hotor Vehloles, High~-
way Traffic and Reglstration, proviles in effect that
motor vehicles properly licensed in another State and
operated for hire ray bs allowed to make hot excecdin::
two trips during any calendar month and remain on gaid
trips within the State of Texas not to exceed four days,
~ithout being registered in Texas, in_the event that
under the laws of such other state @_exoeptions are
granted to motor vehlgles registered under the laws C
and _owned by residentsg of thig Stats. .
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"It appears that Oklehoma has no law eimilarly .
granting vehioles registered in Toxas the right to
make trips into Oklahoma without registering there.

"The nemed corporation acknowledges the law
would apply to it dbut for the fact that it is a
Toxas ocorporation, dbut 1n view thoroof 1s of the
opinlon that the law was not meant to apply to a
Texas industry having a dranch office in the State
of Oklahomra and occasionally and in acocordapce with
the above-mentioned law operating its truok or trucks
;ermanently located in Oklahoma within the State of

exas, .

"Under the ebove faots and contentlons please
advise whether or not the truock in juestion should
be registered in Texas if it makes not to exceed

" two trips per month and remecins not more than four
days in Texas. Or should said truck be exempt un-
der the provisions of the law adbove-mentioned, or
otherwise?"

The statement of facots as stated in your letter fails
to state whethor or not the truoks of the adbove named company
are being operated for compensation and hire.

: Article 827b, Section 2, of the Penal Code provides

that motor vehiocles registered under the laws of another state,
and being opsrated for compensation and nire, will be permitted
to come into Texas two trips per month, and not to stay in exe-
cess of four days on any one trip, provliding truck operators
from Texas operating for compensation ani hire ere granted the
saze privilege under the laws of the othar state. The State of
Oklahoma doss not grant this privilegse to operators from Texas;
therefore, if the trucks in question are being operated for come
. pensation and hiro thsy would not be permitted to enter Texas
without belng properly registered under the laws of the State of
Texas, and you are so advised,

If the trucks in questlion are not being operated for
ocompensation and hire, it is my opinlon, and you are so advised,
that the operators of the trucks could mike ocoasional tripse into
Texas by virtue of the provisions of Artiocle 827b, Seotlions 1 and
5, of the Penal Code of Texas without resistering in the State of
Texas. - - . : :
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I ¢rust that this opinion sufficlently answers your

1ngu1ry.
Yours vory truly
~ ATTORNEY GENIRAL OF TEXAS
By M 5L p /
7/ Asgistant
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ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TRXAS



