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Dear Mr. Scanlung ' Opiniom No. 0-206
: ‘ Ret Authority of the sheriff to
gramt ocertain persoms the
privilege of carryimg arms.

Your request for an opiniom om the question stated above has beem re~
ceived by this office., We with to thamk you for the very able brief present-
od by you with your imquiries. It has beem of great assistance in passing
upon ‘the guestiong presented. '

Article 483 of the Penal Code of Texms reada as followss; "Whosver
shall oarry on or about his persom, saddle, or imn his saddle bags any
piestol, dirk, degger, slingshot, sword cane, spear, or kmuckles made of
any metal or any hard substance, bowie knife, or amy other kmife mamufao-
tured or sold for the purposes of offemse or defemse, shall be punished
by fime not less tham $100.00 mor more tham $500.,00 or Ly oonfinement im
jail for not less tham ome month mor more tham one yesr."

There are certaim exceptions made to this .lr'hiolo; and those exoep-
tions are found in the gucoceeding Artiole desigmated MNo. 484 of the Pemml
Code, which is as followsas '

“The preceding artiole shall not apply to & persom im sotual serv-
ice as a militismam, nor to any peace officer im the actusl discharge of
his offiocial duty, mor to the carrying of arms on ome's owm premises or
place of busimess, nor to persoms traveling, mor to amy deputy constable,
or special policemsm who réceives & compensation of forty dollars or more
per month for his services as such officer, anmd who is appoimted in 6om=
formity with the statutes authorizimg such appointment; mor to the Gams,
Fish amd Oyster Commissioner, nor to sxy depuby whem im the sotual dis=
oharge of his duties &z theh; nor to axy game wardem, or looal deputy
Game, Fish and Oyster Commissioner whem im the aotual dizcharge of his
duties im the coumbty of his residemoce, mor shall it apply to any game
warden or deputy Gsme, Fish and Oyster Commissiomer who sctually receives
from the State fees or compensation for his servioces."

The osses of Moore v. State, 86 Crimimal Reports, snd Baker ve.
Satterfield, 111 S.W. 437, hold im effect that an individusl Is authorized
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to oarry & pistol upon his owm premises smd while emgaged in the performe
ance of his duty at his place of business, and that such individual iz
authorized under the lax to oarry a pistol goinpg to snd returmimg from
his place of residemce, provided that im making such trips, he does mnol
go out of the regular course of travel. When mot returnimg home or going
to his place of busimess, such individual has no authority to carry a
pistol, and in doing so would violate Article 483 of the Penal Code,

In view of the above mentioned authorities, 1t is the opinior of this
department, snd you are respectfully advised, thet the sheriff or any other
authority has no right or power to authorize anyone to ecarry ams which ars
prohibited by Artiocle 483 of +the Pemal Code.

Trusting that the above answers your imguiry, s are

Yours very truly
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APFROVED:
/s/ Gerald C. Mam
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