February 3, 1939

Honorable L. A, ¥ood

State Superintendent of Fubllo .
Inatruction

sustin, Texas

Deay Sir: Opinion Mo, 268
o Re: Rural High School Distriets of
- more than one hundrod square miles

Under date of February 1, 1936 you requssted ap opiﬂlon
by the .kttérmy General, which letter qmto ¥o you, in part: '

"Under Article 2922a, Revised Oivil Statutes
of 1985, does the County ﬁo.rd of School Trusteses
have authority to call en slection for the purpose

- of forming a rural high school district of more .. .
than ons hundred seyuars miles where ons of the. ’
districts involved fs a raral high school distriet
coapossd of four molear districts?” )

In reply thereto, we wish to advise.

Article 2922a of Revised Civil Statutes, 1920, reads in
part as followa

*In each organized county in this State and
in any county whioh shall hereafter be organisasd,
the county school trustees shall have the authore
ity to form one or mors rural high school 4ls~
triots, by grouping contiguous common school dis-
triots having less than four hundred schoiastio
population and independent school dlstricts have
fng less than two hundred and rifty scholastio
population for the purpose of oatabliahing and
operating rural high schools.™

Article 2982c, Revised Civil Stamaa, 1925, reads in
part as followst

*"Ko rural high sohool distriot, as provided
for harein, shall contain a grsater area than cone
hundred sguare miles, or more than seven element-
ary sohool districts, except that the oounty sshool
board of school trustees may form rural high school
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distriots, as provided in Zrticle 2922a, con~-
taining more than one hundred square miles, upon
a vote of & majJority of the qualified elsctors in
the sald proposed rural high school distriet vot-
ing at an eiection called for such purpose.”

The aprroval of distriot trustees ls not necessary vhen
2 rural high school distrioct is formed by "grouping” districts.

Bell vs. Kirkland, 41 S.%. (2d) 443.

Approval of trustees of districts affected in annexing dis-
tricts to form a rural high school district is not necessary where an
election s required and held undser provision of Article 2922¢,

Cox vs. Beard, B7 S.W. (24} 883.

Therefore, we hold that whers the distriot is located whol-
ly within ons oounty and the area of the proposed distriot is nore
than one hundred square miles, and not more than seven school dis-
tricts are involved, that the county school trustees of the partiou-
lar county may call an election for the purpose of forming a rural
high school distriot of more than one hundred square miles, and not
to exceed seven elementary distriocts without the consent of the
trustees of the nuolear distriots involved; and if a majority of all
of the electors votinf at the eleotion held for that purpose, and
the whole of the territory involved, vote in favor of such formation
of a yurel high school distriot, it 1s the duty of the county school
trustees to so organize the sane.

Yours very truly
Y GENERAL OF TEXAS
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