OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS
AUSTIN

GERALD C, MANN
ATTORMEIY GENKRAL

Honorabhle L, A. Woods
£tate Superiantendent
Department of Edueation
Austin, Texas

Dear 3irt Attention!? ﬁ;a\ig\§L Trimble

Opinion ZHo. bzeva
Ret Article 288, Fenal Go&e of Texas,
dosg not prohidit providing toxte
beoks Tor teaching “odern language
abQVQ tht seeond grade,
ie recelved youz lottnr of No?ember 14, 1939, re-
questing our opinioen on the~rollowinarqusut1anz

"Doea Articleé. 288 of‘tho ?9na1 Code meanm
that 1t 1s unlawful to provide textbooks, or un-
lawful to teach uny nsdorn langudge except Spanish
under the 1imited sondlitions provided in the above
manticned{&rtiale of" tho\renal Coda%"

Articla‘zss,\”anax cqle of Texas, provides az fole
lows: N //

s -~ " —

ools s Otate ghall use the Enclisn lanzuage
\ex usively in\the eonduot of the work of the achools
apnd recitatdong and exerclses of the school shall be
gonguctnsd in Lhoe Fnglish lmnguage, and the trustees
esoribe any texts for slomentary crades
P in English; rrovided, however, that it
shall b lawrul to prnvida toxt bhooks, a5 now rrovide
¢d by law, for and to teach any nodern langua?o in
the elomentary srades of the rublic fime schools
aboys the second ;rade, and 1in the Mich ZJchool srades
a3 outlined in the State Courmse of Htudy} rrovided,
however, that 1t shall he lawful to rrovide text
Wooks for and to teach the Zranish language in
~alomentary zrades in tho publlic free schools in

s R aept asxﬁqéuéu/provided, sach teasher, r»rine
,/ o pii and,ﬁuﬁiilnt ent exployed in the publia frae
%

NO COMMUNICATION [B TO BE CONSTRUED AS A DEPARTMENTAL OPINION UNLESS AFFROVED BY THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OR FIRST ASSISTANT



7

-

Hon. L, A, Wouda, page 2

Countl~s hnrdaring on the boundary line between
the United Ctates and tha Rorudlie of .iexico and
having a eity or eities of Tive thousand {5,000)
or uore inhabitants acocordingz to the United States
Census fror the year 1920, It is lawful to teach
Latin and Creek as a b“raneh of study in the [ligh
Sehool prados as outlined in the State Course of
Study. Any such teacher, principal, Superintend-
ent, trustee, or other achool offlocial having
regponnibility, in the oonduct of the work of such
schools who fails to somply with the provisions of
this Article shall be fined not leas than Twenty-
Five Dollars (325,00) nor more than One Hundred
Dollars (3100,00), ocancellation of certificates or
removal from office, or both fine and such cancel=-
lation or fine and removal from office,”

A glose reading of the a2hove Act revegl that it
doos not prohibit the teaching of any modern langusge in
grades above the sec . nd, nor the furnishing of text books
therefor. ™urthermors, tho teaching of Gpanish and tho pro-
vizlon of text books for teaching tha same 18 not prohibited
in any of the elementary prades in certaln counties along the
Taxas-.oxico houndary. The proximity of the Itate of Texas
to thoe Tepudlie of Mexico undoubtedly aceounts for this
rroviszo relating to the provision of text books for and the
teaching of the Sranish languare,

In our opinion your question should be answered
i1n the nerative,

Yours very truly
ATTORNYY GIMFRAL OF TWYXAS

(S) Hirschie Johnson
Hirschiae Johnson
Aagistant

HJ 1 pbp
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(3} derald C, Jdann
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