OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS
AUSTIN

GenaLp €. MANN

ATTOANEY SEMERAL ' m‘h 1‘. 1’8’

Mrs. Yiolet B, Oreeahill

Chief, Division of Child Welfare
Board of Coatrol

Austin, Texas

Dear Xrs., Greenhilly

Opinlo
Re: Violat

Your letter of requesting an opinion
bas been received dy this e pertinent portioa
of your letter deling as fo Posg the following oireular

and letter by a ohild-placing eg¥rnoy/violate and contemplate

the violation of Art 4442a) Bes, 8a, B, 0. 8. 1025 as
ananded?
/

Ciroulary

'12COST OF ADOPTION: agenoy has ah adoptien
fee in the agoult of $10 tg oover cost of homs

release, oto., this
aad unless a baby is
e honme,

e £ro

VER LEGCAL EXPERSE OF FINAL ADOPTION:

hQE ved from nursery & deposit ia

he amQunt of Thirty Dollars must de made to oover

attdroey-feod, filing of papers, seouring of dirth
oste, eto. This money wlll be held in

trust by-our sooclety dut will de refunded where

baby 1s returned and legal adoption not consumnated,.*’

Letter

'*¥e understand through our representative, Mrs.
Blank, that you are interested in adopting s bady

>



Krs. Violet S. Greenhill, .arch 14, 1939, iage 2

from our agercy. e are enclosing appliocation
forms and information ocovering adoption procedure
in this agenoy and ask that you fill the former
out and return them to us together with one
dollar in postage stamps or monsy to ocover ocost
of contaoting references.

'"\'e appreciate your 1laterest in our work, and
upon recoeipt of your application, we shall give
it our immediate atteantion.,™'

It is the opinion of this department that the clir-
cular and letter quoted from above ocnstitutes a violation
of such statute, as an attempt to charge or receive sompen-
sation for the placement of & child, and thst the carrying
out of the proposal set out in suoh ciroular and letter
would constitute o violation of such statute in that it
would be a charge for and the receiving of compensation for
placement of a ¢hild, prohibited by sald statute.

~ith respect to your question as to whethar or not
it would be juestionable ethios for an attorney to handle
such adoption through such an agency without giving the
adopting parents the right to exercise their own free will
to select thelr own attorney, our answer 1s, "yes",

Very truly yours
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