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. OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS
AUSTIN AN

~arch 18, 193¢

Afraume¥ SENERAL

lton. V. B. Gour
County attorney
Blznco County
Johneon City, Texss

Dear 8iri
Rel
-~ Ne are in reusipt ' : gl
sideration to your lotter 39, whloh ron!l ag

followsa?

k% and poll tex 1n Gilles
4 to lawfully vota in CL
19407

knpow s, thissl&uathoparhupon
>ounads that o pesidad: in on Japuary lst.

pay 1t later during the ye in the

: uhw:. he moves, and vota A éhat sognty an.

ﬁh comw*
eaple

rhat you understand my queation, I am nnuns
ydestios to you by Kr, T. %, Patton, Osunty
rK. of Blanco cmmty, Toxns,

Thanklng you for gtﬁm th!.a astter your very prospt
attention," |

Inaszuch &s you. have falled to mdvise us whether or
mt Blanee Gounty has or will levy a agquaty i all tax oot ta
axceed twenty-five cents for the yesy 1039, it will ba necessary
for us to quslify our epimlon so eap to teke care of this sitaas
tion in the evsiat i.t shsmlﬁ arise, for reasons as horainnfm

shoun,
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It is provided in Article 7046, Revised Civil
Statutes of Texas, 1925, thxt there shaell be levied and
collected, with certsin exceptions, an annual poll tax of
one dollar and fifty cents, one dollar of which 1s for tke
benefit of the free schools of thie Stete and firty cents
for general revenue purposes, from all persons between the
ages of twenty-one and gixty years residing within this
Gtate on the first day of January of each year, and further
provicdes that no county within the Stete of Texas shell
107{‘ & poll tax for cannty ptn)oseu in excess qr twanty-rive
eanva,

. ... It is provided 1n Art!.cle 2950, | mm Civil
Statutes, 1985, that & poll tax shall be colleoted from every
person betwaen the ages of twenty-one and sixty yeers, who
resides in this State on Janvary lst preceding its 1evy, with
certain exceptions, and thet suek tax shall be paill at any
time betwoen the Tirst day of Optober and the first day of
February following its levy, and further hrovides that eagh
person paying such tex shall be entitled to retelve his poll
tax raoe!.pt even though his other texes ere, unpaid,

: Article 3004 provides that no peraon 'ahall be per-
mitted to vote unless he first presents to the: élection judge
his poll tax Tecelpt or certificate of -exemption issued to
him prior to February 1 of the year in vhi.ch he orters W
vote, with eertni.n axceptions. :

our courts in construing the above statutes and in
dealing with questions involving the qualification of voters
with reference to the county in which one should pay his poll
tax, bave held that if a citizen ig ®b ted by law t0 pay &
poll tax, and the county in whioch he_;g- es on#annary t
levies a poll tax for coulity purposgm that year, which is
in additfon to the State Joll tax of vne dollar and Tifty cents,
such poll tax must be pald prior to Fedbruary 1lst of the yesar
following its levy to the county in which the citizen resided
on Jenuary lst of the year of the levy, even though he may
. have removed from such county and is living in encther county
when the poll tax becomes payable, The falilure to make payment
in this manner and undér these cilrcumstances disqualifies a
citizen to vote during the year followling the levy in the county
to which he removed; Linger v. Balfour, 149 8.‘!, 785, 805,
KcCharen v. Meada, 275 8. W. 117, 119. S
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On the other hené, if the county 1n whicl, a person
resides on Jepuary 1lst does not levy a poll tax for county
purposes, the Stete poli tax of one dollar snd fifty cents
fixel Ly gtatute may be puid ln the county where the citizen
resides when the tax becomes payable, even though be may
then reside in a county other than the one he resided in on
Jenuary lst of the year the tax is due. In other words, when
a county in which an individual resides on January lst does
not levy a poll tax Tfor that year and the citizen later in
the year moves to another county, it is immaterial whether
he pays his State péll tax in the county where he resided
on January 1 of the year it 1s due or in the county to whioh
he removed and is residing in when the tax is actuaally paid.
Under these clirounstances if the tax is pald prior to Yebru-
ary lst of the year following the levy in either of the
countles, the requirements of the law have been met and the
individual if not otherwise disqualified, is entitled to
vote in elections during the following year in the county
of his -new residence, MoCharen v. Mead, 275 8.,¥.1l7, 119;
Bavage v. Huomphries, 118 S. W. €93, 908. '

"In answer to your inquiry, you are adviged that
i’ Oounty, Texas, levies a poll tax for 1939, citizeas
res in such county on January 1, 1939, subject to the
paynent of poll teaxes, in order to qual!.ty themselves in this
respect to vote in eleotions iz 1940, in the county of their
" new resldence, must pay their poll tex to the tax caollector
and assesgoy in Blanco County. On the other hand if Blanco
County does not levy a poll tax for 1939,those who resided
in Blenco County on January 1, 1939, but later in the year
removed to another county, may pey thair State poll tex - '
either in Blaneco County or in thg county of thelr new residence,
and will thus qualify themselves to vote in elections held dur-
. ing 1940 ip the county oI thelr fdew residence, unless they
ahoulﬂ be otherwise 4isqualified.-

You are further advisec that iT a citizen pays his
poll tax &s berein provided end receives his poll tax recelipt -
or certificate of exemption, he may vote, if not ctherwlise
disqualified, in the county of his new residence by presenting
his poll tax receipt or certificate of exemption or his afri-
davit of its loas, to the judges of the eleation, and by meking
oath as to hls identity acd rasidence, 1f that be required,
Artlcle 2987; Marsden v, Troy, 189 8,%. 960. . ‘
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«we trust the above satisfactorily answers your

question.
Yours very truly
ATTORNEY GEXNERAYL OF T=XAS
| 7
BW'C:;;E;,mnr l‘{:;P/;
- Tom D. Rowell, Jr. )
Assistant
TDR: AMN
APPROVED?: -
f Lt deta o A
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