OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS
AUSTIN

. April 27, 1939
GERALD €. MARN

ATTORNEY OENERAL

Honorable ¥, Lee O'Daniel
Governor of Texas

S neamde & on M anss =

AUSTLN, 16IAS

Dearx Governor:

1n respect to “e
ths Qonstitution.

grdey that the system of penal law

n this State may be complete within
4nd fhat no syatem of féreign laws
{ op’unwritten, may be appealed to, it is
d that no person shall dbe punilh.d for
. adt or omission, unless the same is made
& penal offense and a penalty is affixed there-
$0 By the written law of the State.”

Artiole 1, Seotion 2 of the Texae Constitution
reads; .

-

N CONMUNICATION 18 TO BT CONITAUED AS A SEPARTMENTAL OPIHION UNLESSE APFROVED BY THE ATTORNEY SENKNAL OR FIRST ABSISTANT



Hon,

tion

tion

reads:
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"All political power 1s inherent in the
people, and all free governments are founded
on their authority, and instituted for their
benefit. The faith of the people of Texas
stands pledged to the preservation of a rspub-~
liocan form of government, and, subject to this
limitation only, they hava at all times the
inalienadle right to alter, reform or abolish
their government in such mAnner as they may
think expedient.”

Article 1, Section 8 of the Texas Constitu-~
reads: .

"Every person shall be at liberty to
speak, write or-publish his opinions on any
subject, belng responsible for the a buse of
that privilege; and no law shall ever be passed
curtailing the liberty of speech or of the
press, In prosecutions for the publications of
papers, investigating the conduct of officers,
or men in public oapacity, or when the matter -
published is proper for publlc information, the

truth thereof may be given in evidence. And in

all indictments for libels, the jury shall have
the right to determine the law and the facts,
under the direction of the court, as in other
cages,"

Article 1, Section 19 of the Texas COnstitu-
reads:

"No citizen of thls State shall be deprived
of life, liberty, property, privileges or im-
munities, or in any manner disfranchised, ex-
cepk by the due course aof the law of the land,”

‘ "Treason against the Stato.shnll consist
only “in levying war against it, or adhering
to its enemies, giving them aid and eomfort;;and
no person shall be convioted of treason except
on the testiminy of two witnesses to the same
overt act, . r on confession in open court.,”

Article 1, Section 27 of the Texas Constitutior

reads:

_Article 1, Section B2 -0f the Texas Constitution
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"The ¢itizens shall have the right, in
a peacable manner, to assemble together for
thelir common good; and apply to those linvested
with the powers of government for redress of
grievances or other pnrposes. by petition, ad-
drass«or remonstances."

Article 1, Section 29 of the Texas Constitution
reads: '

"To guard against transgressions of the
bigh powers herein delegated, we declare that
everything in this *Bill of Rights! is excepted
out of the general powers of government, and
shall forever remain inviolate, and all laws
contrary thereto, or to the following provisions,
shall be void,"” -

There is no statute in Texas undertaking to J//

define crimes against the Constitution, and we, therefore,

- answer that the Constitution and statute laws of the State
of Texas have no provisions with respect to "crimes against

the Constitution.” :

Yours very truly

ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS

By (Signed) A, S. Rollins

A. S, Rollins

. Asaistant
ASR:PBFP

APPROVED:
{8igned) d¥erald ¢, Mann
ATTORNEYFGENERAL OF TEXAS
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