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Hon. George H. Shepperd )
Futlic Ac nt

Dear Mr, Sheppard:

Re: Right of Co
sbaent from the
t mths to

our ntt r of June 15. 1999,
8. a Confedarate Pen-
lat day of Auannt. 1937,
the purpose
-that she remains 1n
%o sworn siatszents,

o We have for acknowled
vherein you state that a My
aioner, left the State of Tei
and went to ths State ¢
visiting her sister
California for a yeay,
her abasnce was 1,t )

s : . ‘ g Antire period of Mrs, Biwde's
abRenos p pension warrents as usual,
nhum e anc it wae dimoovered that she

had Peel o \the State longer than six months, and on

nformation, stop payment orders were plaged
aadi g warrants issued to her, It likewise

Libat A4 S ade hzving disoovered this situstion, she

has notified - partment that she Aaaiua to be reinntated

Upen the above state of facts, you requuat the opinion of
this department upon ths rollnwing question:

*Ts this department authurizod to approve Mrs,
Slade's application for reinstatement as of September
27, 1938, end glve her oredit for warrants issued to
her while in Californie and against whieh astop paynant
has been placed?™
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The pertinent provisgions of Artiecle 6220, Revised Statutes
1925, governing the deterzination of this question, are:

"ee. NO pensioner who %$eaves thie State for a
reriod of over gix months shall draw a pension while
80 absent] ..,."”

It is our opinion that it would do violence to the intent
of the Legislature to hold that & pensicner leaving the State
for a period cf over six monthe should forfeit his pension for
the entire period of his ebsence, while one leaving the State
for a period of five months and twenty-nlne daye should receive
a pension during the entire perlod of his abssence, It seems
¢lear that the phrase "while s0 absent™ refers to "a period of
over six months"; that is, to that period of time beyond six

months, In our opinion, a person leaving the Btate for a pertod

of over six monthg is to be denied a pension only for that por-
tion of the period extending beyond aix nnnths.

You are therefore advised that Mrs, Slade should be given
eredit for the warrants issued for the first six months of her
absence from the State, but not for the remainder of the war-
rants issued during her abunc-. -

. Tbu will observe that the statute does not provide for the
striking of the pens“nu-'a name from the pension rolls, or for
an application fo¥ jxtement, It contemplates only a cessa-
tion of payments wwhile (tho pensioner is) so absent.* Upon
Mrs. Slade's return to the State of Texas, therefore, Payments
of the pension should be resumd.

Yours very mly
ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS

vy U LRanck L

R. ¥. Faireohila
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