OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS
AUSTIN

GeraLD C. MANN
Wm AENERAL

Honorable E. A. Watson
County Attorney
Crosby County

Crosbyton, Texas \
Dear Sir: : <<i:::::::

Re: the® Commissioners' Sourt cap
amploy a Counvy Home

on Agent beginning
paying salary for

Your requ for on Qe eontained in your letter
of June 20, 1939, rea :

County Demonstration Agent be-
1959 Jand)pay her a selary of $50.
ning months of 1939?%

eyment of such Agent, nor were any

| ssioner4s Court of any eounty of this
state is @nthorized to ‘establish and conduct co-opera-
tive demonstration work in Agriculture and Home Bd4mno-
micse in co-operation with the Agricultural and Mechan-
‘§cal College of Texas, upon such terms and conditions
a8 may be agresd upon by the Commissioners' vourt and
the Agents of the Agriocultural and Mechaniocal College
of Texas: and may employ such means, and may appro-
priate and expend such sums of money &g may be nes-
easary to effestively establish and cgarry on such de-
monrstration work in Agrisulture and Hems Beonomieos {n
their respective countiess.”
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' The gertinent provisions oontrollinf your question,
agd set forth in Artlole £89a-11, Revised Clvil Statutes, pros
videss

", « « When the budget has been finally &pQ
proved by the Commissloners' Court, the budgst, as
approved by the ocourt shall be filed with the Clerk
of the County Court, and taxes levied only in ac-
cordance therewith, and no expenditure of the funds
of the county shall thereafter be masde except in
striot compliance with the budget as adopted by the
Court. Except that emergency expenditures, in case
of grave pubfio nefessity, to meet unusual and un-
foresoen oconditions whioh could not, by reasonabdly
diligent thought and attention, have besn inoluded
in the original budget, may from time tc time be
authorized by the Court as amendments tc the orig-
inal b“dgﬁto o o o

The above statute authorizes the Commlssioners' Court
of any oounty to establish and conduet cooperative demonstration
work in Home Eoconomics 1n cooperation with the Agrioultural and
Mechaniocal College of Texas, scoording to terms and oonditions
as may be agreed upon between such agencies. In order to comply
with the provisions of the budget law, the adove provisions of
Article 689a-11 would control. Bging a question of fect, all
faots and ciroumstances sould hardly be placed before this de-
paertment in a matter of this kind suffioient for us to pass upon
the question of whether or not an emergency expenditure would bYe
authorized or that the situation constitutes a case of great pud-
lic neocessity. ©Suoh questione are by the stetute tou te passed
upon by the Commissioners’ Court, and e think properly so.

It ts, therefors, the opinion of this depart-went that
f¢t 1s within the disoretion of the Commissioners' Court under
Artiole 689a-11 to dstermine whether or not a situation, as would
autlorize an amendment of the dudgset to allow the employment and
a salary of a County Homs Demonstration Agent, oonstitutes a
oese of grave publis necessity suthorizing emergenscy expenditures.
The employment can only be made by amend ent to the budgzet as an
"emerzency expenditurs”, and such expenditure must be predioccted
upon faots constituting it s case of "grave publlc necessity to
neet unusual and unforesesn o~.nditions whioh sould not, by reason-
«1bly 4iligent thought and attention, have been 1lncluded in the
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original bdudget." If faots susceptible of suoh interpretation
are determined by the Commissioners' Court to exist, eonstitut-
ing the appointment a matter of “grave publio necessity", etc.,
the employment will be authorized by amendment to the bdudget.

Youra very truly

ATTORNEY GENZRAL OF TEXAS

By

oPELVID JUL 28, 1939
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