OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS
AUSTIN &, )

gzraLb C, MANN j

ATTORMEY GEMERAL

Honorable Joa 7. Fishar
District ittoraey
Can Augustine, Texss

Dear Hir:

, Your request
beea submitted to us,

%e note trat you & detter that the popula-
ound 1MN000, that it would seem to

: ; bs the Commiecaionerst Court

to pay the oounty auj~rna an sxicfPialc galary Sc addition to

the fess of pfTice, vheras the gh ¥ in 2d&ition tc the fses of
oftice doegp not égoeed the %, the Commissionars® Court
night inoriesge - county,;tto-'ey's salary the ten pexr oant of
delinqueht 14 ectled, 84 long a8 this emount does not

3898,

pay the county attorney &n ex-officio sslary in addition o the
feer of olffioe, whirasas auch salary in edditiocn te the faas doas
not excoeed Lhe uaxihum. The coun;r attorney oould then hire his
own stenographer .and pay her himmself, but we dc not delisve that
those statuter reférred to suthorize the Commissionsrst Court to
set aside ton per cent of the delinqusnt tazee ur any othar amount
to peay the selary of e stsuographer for the county attoraey.
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Lon. Joe., ¢, sisher, Paze £

»a are unable to ses now a gounty could enter into &
contraot cr agraexent to set saide ten per dent of the delinguant
taxes to pay the selary cf a stenographer for the county attorney
without said sgreement being incorporated in, and becoming a part
of, & contract entered i{nto betwsen the gouaty and scmoone to
cclleot dalinquent taxes, ig steted in an opinion, by the Econ.
Clenn R.*i:wis, addressed to you cn June 12, 1939, which we quote
13 part as Tollows:

"articlas 730%a, HRevissd Civil tstutes, places cer-
taln limiteti.ns upca such power tc contract, Ls sald
by the Coxmission of Appeals in the cess ¢cf asterwo:d
vs. Fenderson County, 62 -. >, {24} 65, 'The power to
proviie for the colleotion of delinquent taxes and pres-
criba the scaxpensation tc be paid for servicee rendered
in tlat respect resldes axcluslively in the legislature
« o o x0ept &8 given by atatute a ccxmissiconers' court
18 powerless to centract in the respacts mentionad.'™

It {3, tharefore, cur opinion thet the Courissioners!
Court of Jasper County does act have the authority to set sside tTen
per cent of the delinguent texes belonging to the county to pay
the salery of a stencgrapher for the county attorney to assist
in the filing of delincuent tax sults.

%e trusi that this answers your incuiry, we are
Very truly yoursd
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