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OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS
AUSTIN

Bon., W. R, Baker
County Attnrney
Coleman County
Colepan, Texas

Dear 8ir:

Opinion o, 0=105
- Reil Is & perscn gullty otyiolsting
the Overator's license

Your request for wn opindon as to whether or
not the Téxas Driv 3 R 18 8t1l1l in effect
and as to vhethe or n 1 3 violating the law
by operating a S ;

h&ao been rage

Yernon's Annota od jatutes as Article §687a and the
materia ig/the body of Ac¢ts 1935, 44th
le -énd C le- Sesgion, Chapter 466, as amended
by AL ure, Chapter 369. Section 2
of Ahe /a0t reads B

2. Orerators and chauffeurs :
ded: Cn and after April 1, 1938,
expopt those exprugsly exepnt unéer

viicaticn has been lioensed as an opere
ator or chauffeur by tre Deparirent under thc
provisions of this met.®

The word "departuent™ refers to the Department
0f Tublic Safety of this State, It thus sprears Iren the
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express lenguage of the statute that after April 1, 1936,
all operators of motor vehloles except thoso expressly
exenpt under the lew nust have an operator's or chauffeurts
.license., Section 9 of the act provides for the issuance
of duplicate licenses in the event an operator's or chauf-
feur's license is lost or destroyed. Section 1l of the
Act provides that every operator's license shall expire
within three years from the date of issuance and shall be
renewed on or before April 1, 1939 and each three yoars
trereafter upon presentation of a valid license previously
izsued under this act, '

Undess an act expires by its own terms, it re-
mains in full force and effect until repealed or amended
by the Legislature. 7Tax enforcenent or extraneous circum=-

stances do not affect the validity of ean act passed by

the lemislature which has not bien anended or ropealed,
The act under ccnsideration does not state how the Depart-
ment of Yublic Safety shall renew licenses, but simply
dircots it to do sc. The method of rencwal is left to

the discretlion of the Department.

It is the opinion of this department that it is
a vioclation of the law for a person to operate a motor
vehicle without an operator's or chauffexr*s license and
that the provisions of the law are still in full force
and effect, _

!buggwxgxz;f?uly

Rosn Carlton
Aagistant
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